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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
DeskMap Systems, Inc., a consulting and mapping company based in Austin, was 
retained by the Dripping Springs Independent School District (hereinafter referred to as 
"DSISD") to produce a demographic study.  The study will provide the District with 
information necessary to plan for future needs.  Included are an analysis of population, 
housing and related trends, and the growth factors that will affect the area.  The current 
demographic study is the fifth that DeskMap Systems has produced for Dripping 
Springs ISD since 1995.   
 
This information was utilized in producing new elementary attendance zone 
boundaries for the school district.  The new elementary school will be located in the 
Belterra subdivision. 
 
The report is divided into several sections.  The Demographic section reports on the 
past trends of the area, particularly the trends since the last demographic study.  The 
planning zones developed in 1995 were updated and expanded to account for new 
growth within the school district.  Student addresses were geocoded and the student 
distribution was compared to previous studies to highlight growth in various areas of 
the District.  The Growth Issues section reports on the factors that will influence future 
enrollments such as transportation, utility expansions, and environmental issues.  It also 
contains information on current and planned developments within the school district.  
The Student Projections section contains detailed enrollment projection tables as well as 
a summary of the projection methodology.  Enrollment projections were also produced 
for each planning zone. 
 
The current study has identified 10 housing developments that are either new 
subdivisions or older developments which still have significant building potential.  At 
build-out, these housing areas will account for more than 6,200 residential units.  Nearly 
6,000 homes in these 10 developments have not yet been constructed.  More than two-
thirds of these new homes will be built in the southeast portion of DSISD. 
 
DeskMap Systems produced three enrollment projection scenarios to derive enrollment 
figures for the next ten years.  The Moderate and High Scenarios each utilize local data 
such as housing information, infrastructure expansions and economic trends.  In 
August 2005 DSISD enrollment was 3,510.  Enrollment may increase by 136 students 
next year under the Moderate Scenario and by 162 students under the High Scenario.  In 
five years (school year 2010-11) enrollment may reach 4,579 under the Moderate 
Scenario and 4,835 under the High Scenario. 
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SUMMARY 
 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS 
 

 The estimated total population within the boundaries of Dripping Springs ISD in 
2004 was 15,834.  This represents an increase of 19% since the 2000 Census.   

 
 The total number of residential units in Dripping Springs ISD increased by 146 

units (2.8%) between January 2004 and January 2005.   
 

 Home sales rose significantly in the Dripping Springs area between 2003 and 
2004.  According to data from the Austin Board of Realtors, 242 homes were sold 
in DSISD in 2003.  In 2004, there were 350 homes sold, a 45% increase.  Total 
home sales will be higher than these figures.  This information was obtained 
through the multiple listings and does not include the majority of homes sold by 
new homebuilders.  During the first six months of 2005, 177 homes were sold in 
DSISD according to the multiple listings data. 

 
 In 2003 there were 226 babies born to females residing within the DSISD 

boundaries.  This represents the largest number of births within the District and 
a 6% increase from 2002.   

 
 The number of children who reside within the DSISD boundaries and are 

homeschooled is significant.  It is estimated that at least 332 families homeschool 
their children in the Dripping Springs ISD area.     

 
 Enrollment growth in DSISD during the past two school years has been more 

typical of years past than what was experienced during school years 2002-03 and 
2003-04.  During the end of August 2005 DSISD’s enrollment reached 3,510 which 
was 102 students more than during fall 2004, an increase of 3.0%.  Enrollment 
increased by 138 students, a 4.2% growth, from fall 2003 to fall 2004.   

 
 Although the number of students transferring out of DSISD has exceeded the 

number transferring into the District, the gap has narrowed greatly.  In fall 2005 
there were 50 students who transferred into the District and 58 students who 
transferred from DSISD into neighboring school districts.   
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STUDENT ANALYSIS 
 

 The 15 planning zones developed in 1995 were divided to produce a total of 63 
planning zones in order to better reflect new subdivisions and anticipated 
growth in certain areas.  The new planning zones were created in a manner that 
will be comparable to the original zones so that student growth could still be 
tracked and compared. 

 
 Current student addresses were located on a digital map database of the school 

district.  Five maps were created to show the student distribution within the 
District. 

 
 Planning Zone 5 had more students than any other planning zone.  Of the 267 

students in Planning Zone 5, 88 were primary students, 40 were intermediate, 55 
were in middle school and 84 were high school students.  This planning zone is 
in the far northern portion of the District bordered by the Hays/Travis County 
line.   

 
 Although only a small percentage of homes have been completed in Belterra, the 

planning zone in which it is located is already the third most populated planning 
zone.  There are 163 students in Planning Zone 50 of which 79 are primary 
students. 

 
 The two planning zones that grew the most rapidly between 2001 and 2005 are 

located south of U.S. 290 in the eastern portion of the school district.  The original 
Planning Zone 3 increased by 163 students and the original Planning Zone 4 
increased by 125 students.   

 
 Two other planning zones grew significantly between 2001 and 2005.  The 

original Planning Zone 6, in the far northern portion of the District grew by 96 
students.  The original Planning Zone 14, in the far western portion of the school 
district increased by 60 students. 

 
 
GROWTH ISSUES 
 

 Factors influencing future growth in the Dripping Springs area were studied.  
These factors included transportation, water and wastewater service expansions, 
industry growth, environmental issues and residential building. 

 
 The construction of Dripping Springs’ wastewater treatment system project may 

begin in mid-2006.  As of summer 2005, the City had closed on the loan and the 



 7

surveying for easements was underway.  Service for the first phase of the project 
would be in operation within nine to twelve months once construction begins 

 
 Ten major housing developments were identified in this analysis.  If all the 

homes are built in these 10 developments, there could be 6,239 or more housing 
units at build-out.  Home construction has begun in only two of these 
developments (Belterra and Walking W Ranch).  There are an estimated 5,984 or 
more homes that could still be constructed in these 10 developments. 

 
 The vast majority of potential new housing units identified in 2005 are in the 

eastern portion of the school district.  This has been the case for a number of 
years.  Six of the 10 housing developments, including many of the largest 
projects, are located in the east.  At build-out the developments in the east may 
have more than 4,529 housing units.  This represents 73% of the total units in all 
10 developments. 

 
 
 
STUDENT PROJECTIONS 
 

 Three projection scenarios were developed using an enhanced Cohort-Survival 
Method to project District-wide enrollments.  The three scenarios are called the 
Historical, Moderate and High Scenarios.  The Historical Scenario is a baseline 
projection series whereas the Moderate and High Scenarios take into account local 
information such as building trends, infrastructure expansions, etc. 

 
 District-wide enrollment is projected to increase by 90 students from fall 2005 to fall 

2006 under the Historical Scenario.  In five years (fall 2010), enrollment is projected 
to increase 14% from fall 2005.  This represents an increase of 494 students. 

 
 Under the Moderate Scenario, enrollment is expected to be 3,646 in fall 2006.  This is 

an increase of 136 students from fall 2005.  The number of students in primary 
grades is projected to grow by 72 students.  Enrollment in the intermediate grades is 
projected to increase by 33 students.  The number of middle school students is 
expected to decline by 7 students and the number of high school students would 
increase by 38 students. 

 
 Enrollment is projected to increase by 1,069 students in five years, reaching 4,579 

students by fall 2010 under the Moderate Scenario.  In ten years, enrollment is 
projected to reach 6,064 students under the Moderate Scenario.  This would be an 
increase of 2,554 students during the 10-year period. 
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 Total enrollment is projected to be 3,672 in fall 2006 under the High Scenario, a 
162-student gain from fall 2005.  By fall 2010, enrollment is projected to be 4,835, 
an increase of 1,325 students from fall 2005.  This represents a 38% gain for the 
five-year period.  In ten years, enrollment under the High Scenario is projected to 
be 6,907 students, nearly double the District size in fall 2005.  This would be an 
increase of 3,397 students and a 97% increase for the ten-year period. 

 
 Enrollment projections were also produced for each of the 63 planning zones in 

DSISD.  These projections were developed for primary, intermediate, middle 
school and high school students for the five-year period starting with school year 
2006-07 to school year 2010-11.   

 
 The impact of major housing developments is indicated in the planning zone 

projections.  Planning Zone 50 grows from 251 students in fall 2006 to 474 
students in fall 2010.  Belterra is located in Planning Zone 50.   

 
 There are no students residing in Planning Zone 52 in fall 2005.  By fall 2006 there 

are projected to be 16 students and by fall 2010 there may be 194 students.  
Highpointe is located in Planning Zone 52. 

 
 
 
ENROLLMENT PROJECTION SUMMARY 
 
A summary of the enrollment projections at the district-level is displayed on the 
following table.  A summary of the forecasting model and the assumptions used is 
provided in Section E Student Projections.      
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School Total Enrollment % Total Enrollment % Total Enrollment %
Year Enrollment Growth Change Enrollment Growth Change Enrollment Growth Change

2006-07 3,600 90 2.6% 3,646 136 3.9% 3,672 162 4.6%
2007-08 3,664 64 1.8% 3,803 157 4.3% 3,872 200 5.4%
2008-09 3,777 113 3.1% 4,061 258 6.8% 4,166 294 7.6%
2009-10 3,866 89 2.4% 4,309 248 6.1% 4,485 319 7.7%
2010-11 4,004 138 3.6% 4,579 270 6.3% 4,835 350 7.8%
2011-12 4,144 140 3.5% 4,860 281 6.1% 5,199 364 7.5%
2012-13 4,300 156 3.8% 5,119 259 5.3% 5,560 361 6.9%
2013-14 4,499 199 4.6% 5,458 339 6.6% 6,016 456 8.2%
2014-15 4,643 144 3.2% 5,724 266 4.9% 6,417 401 6.7%
2015-16 4,840 197 4.2% 6,064 340 5.9% 6,907 490 7.6%

Total Enrollment Growth 1,330 2,554 3,397

Dripping Springs ISD - District Enrollment Projections

Historical Scenario Moderate Scenario High Scenario

Dripping Springs ISD Enrollment Projections
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
 
 
This section discusses the demographic variables and other characteristics that were 
tracked to gain an understanding of how the Dripping Springs Independent School 
District, the City of Dripping springs, and Hays County are changing. 
 
The demographic section of the current study focuses on recent population estimates, 
data that has become available since the study in spring 2004, and trends from the past 
several years.   
 
Additionally, variables which are used in the enrollment projection model were 
updated, tracked, and discussed in this section.  These variables include: 
 

 Housing trends 
 

 Birth trends 
 

 Labor force information 
 

 DSISD enrollment trends 
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CURRENT POPULATION ESTIMATES 
 
 
Hays County was the fastest growing county in Central Texas and the third most 
rapidly growing county in the State between 2000 and 2004.  Only Rockwall and Collin 
Counties grew more rapidly.  The Texas State Data Center estimates that Hays County 
grew from 97,589 in 2000 to 118,556 in 2004.  The County added nearly 21,000 people 
during this time period, an increase of 21.5% (see Table 1). 
 
Although the City of Dripping Springs increased slightly faster than Hays County 
between 1990 and 2000, growth within the incorporated limits has slowed since the 2000 
Census.  The estimated 2004 population for the City of Dripping Springs was 1,752, an 
increase of 13.2% since 2000. 
 
The estimated total population within the boundaries of Dripping Springs ISD in 2004 
was 15,834.  This represents an increase of 19% since the 2000 Census.  The population 
within the DSISD boundaries had grown 88% between 1990 and 2000, substantially 
more than the 49% growth experienced during the same period.  However, since 2000, 
DSISD’s population growth has been slightly lower than that of the County. 
 
 

Population Trends:  1990 to 2004
Dripping City of
Springs Dripping Hays State of

ISD Springs County Texas

1990 Census 7,089 1,033 65,614 16,986,335
2000 Census 13,308 1,548 97,589 20,851,820
  1990-2000 Numeric Change 6,219 515 31,975 3,865,485
  1990-2000 Percentage Change 87.7% 49.9% 48.7% 22.8%

2004 Estimate 15,834 1,752 118,556 22,293,020
  2000-2004 Numeric Change 2,526 204 20,967 1,441,200
  2000-2004 Percentage Change 19.0% 13.2% 21.5% 6.9%

Sources:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Texas State Data Users Center and MapInfo Corporation.

Table 1
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HOUSING TRENDS 
 
 
Residential building trends within a school district will directly impact student 
enrollment.  Potential growth sites were analyzed and are discussed in Section D, 
“Growth Issues” of this report.  Another method of tracking building activity is to 
examine appraisal district information and Census Bureau data.  This information can 
serve as reliable indicators to an area’s growth. 
 
 
 
HOUSING TRENDS; APPRAISAL DISTRICT DATA 
 
According to the Hays Central Appraisal District and DeskMap Systems estimates, 
there are 5,287 residential units within the boundaries of DSISD (Table 2).   Of the 5,287 
units, 86% are single-family homes.  The number of manufactured homes and multi-
family units has remained relatively stable during the past five years whereas the 
number of single-family homes has increased by nearly 4% to more than 6% annually. 
 
The total number of residential units in Dripping Springs ISD increased by 146 units 
(2.8%) between January 2004 and January 2005.  This increase is down from the 4.3% 
gain experienced the year earlier and represents the smallest increase during the past 
several years. 
 
 
 
HOME SALES IN DSISD 
 
Home sales rose significantly in the Dripping Springs area between 2003 and 2004.  
Table 3 displays the number of annual home sales for 2002 to 2004 and the first six 
months of 2005 within the boundaries of the DSISD.  According to data from the Austin 
Board of Realtors, 242 homes were sold in DSISD in 2003.  In 2004, there were 350 
homes sold, a 45% increase.  Total home sales will be higher than these figures.  This 
information was obtained through the multiple listings and does not include the 
majority of homes sold by new homebuilders. 
 
Table 3 indicates that there was very little change in homes sales between 2002 and 2003 
followed by the 108-home increase in 2004.  During the first six months of 2005, 177 
homes were sold in DSISD according to the multiple listings data. 
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                                                Table 2

                                    Housing Unit Trends

Number Number

No. % No. %
2001 3,753 2001 616
2002 3,990 237 6.3% 2002 641 25 4.1%
2003 4,155 165 4.1% 2003 647 6 0.9%
2004 4,370 215 5.2% 2004 643 -4 -0.6%
2005 4,533 163 3.7% 2005 626 -17 -2.6%

Number Change from Number Change from
year before year before

No. % No. %
2001 122 2001 4,491
2002 122 0 0.0% 2002 4,753 262 5.8%
2003 126 4 3.3% 2003 4,928 175 3.7%
2004 128 2 1.6% 2004 5,141 213 4.3%
2005 128 0 0.0% 2005 5,287 146 2.8%

Source: Hays Central Appraisal District
Notes: Multi-family units include condos, town houses, garden homes, duplexes, triplexes and fourplexes.

The number of multi-family units were estimated.
These figures are as of January of each year.
Data for 2005 is considered preliminary.

          Multi-Family Units         Total Residential Units

Dripping Springs ISD

Change from
year before

Single-Family Homes
Change from
year before

Manufactured Homes
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The median selling price was $239,500 in 2002.  In 2003, the median price rose 6.5% to 
$255,000 and in 2004 it declined by nearly three percent to $248,000.  During the first six 
months of 2005 the median sales price was $268,000. 
 
Recent data from the Austin Board of Realtors indicates a strong Austin housing 
market.  In August 2005 there were 2,759 single-family home sales, an increase of 28% 
from last August.  The median home price in Austin was $169,620, up 9% from last 
year. 
 
 
CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS BUILDING TRENDS 
 
The City of Dripping Springs lifted its building moratorium which was in effect from 
April 2004 to May 2005.  The moratorium provided the City with time to update its 
rules and codes. 
 
In April 2005, the Dripping Springs City Council adopted the City’s first land 
development regulations.  The new standards promote denser residential projects by 
clustering homes in exchange for preserving open space. 
 
According to City records there were 21 building permits granted in the City from 
March 1st to early August 2005.  Twenty of these were for single-family homes and one 
was for a mobile home. 
 

Change in Change in
Homes % of Homes Homes % of Homes Sales From Homes % of Homes Sales From Homes % of Homes

Sales Price Sold Sold Sold Sold Previous Year Sold Sold Previous Year Sold Sold
Under $150,000 30 12.1% 28 11.6% -6.7% 49 14.0% 75.0% 13 3.7%
$150-$199,999 46 18.6% 40 16.5% -13.0% 49 14.0% 22.5% 22 6.3%
$200-$299,999 105 42.5% 108 44.6% 2.9% 139 39.7% 28.7% 70 20.0%
$300-$399,999 39 15.8% 38 15.7% -2.6% 77 22.0% 102.6% 46 13.1%
$400-$499,999 14 5.7% 13 5.4% -7.1% 23 6.6% 76.9% 13 3.7%

$500,000 + 13 5.3% 15 6.2% 15.4% 13 3.7% -13.3% 13 3.7%
Total 247 100% 242 100% -2.0% 350 100% 44.6% 177 51%

Median
 Home Sale $239,500 $255,000 6.5% $248,000 -2.7% $268,000

Source:  Austin Board of Realtors, Multiple Listings.

Table 3

2002 2003 2004 1st Six months of 2005
Dripping Springs ISD Home Sale Trends
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BIRTH TRENDS 
 
 
In 2003 there were 226 babies born to females residing within the DSISD boundaries.  
This represents the largest number of births within the District and a 6% increase from 
2002.  The 2003 data is the most recent finalized figures available.  In Hays County 
births increased by 1.2% (see Table 4). 
 
The number of births within the Dripping Springs ISD boundaries was estimated 
utilizing ZIP Code data from the Texas Department of Health and adjusted to 2000 
Census data.  
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4

Historical Birth Trends
Dripping Change Change Change

from year Hays from year from year
ISD before County before Texas before

1990 116 890 316,257
1991 133 14.7% 845 -5.1% 317,680 0.4%
1992 118 -11.3% 831 -1.7% 320,714 1.0%
1993 132 11.9% 925 11.3% 321,961 0.4%
1994 141 6.8% 1,018 10.1% 321,088 -0.3%
1995 134 -5.0% 1,029 1.1% 322,669 0.5%
1996 186 38.8% 1,204 17.0% 330,238 2.3%
1997 190 2.2% 1,205 0.1% 333,829 1.1%
1998 179 -5.8% 1,315 9.1% 341,016 2.2%
1999 175 -2.2% 1,323 0.6% 348,092 2.1%
2000 200 14.3% 1,478 11.7% 363,325 4.4%
2001 224 12.0% 1,538 4.1% 365,092 0.5%
2002 213 -4.9% 1,618 5.2% 372,369 2.0%
2003 226 6.1% 1,638 1.2% 376,442 1.1%

Sources:
(1) Texas Dept. of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Statistical Services Division

Springs
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LABOR FORCE TRENDS 
 
 
DRIPPING SPRINGS & HAYS COUNTY TRENDS 
 
Unemployment rates in Hays County have begun to decrease after reaching 5.6% in 
2003.  The average annual unemployment dropped to 4.9% in 2004 and in June 2005 (the 
most recent data available) it had declined to 4.4% (see Table 5).   
 
The County’s labor force increased significantly in 2004, a direct indicator of the 
County’s population growth.  Hays County’s labor force was 63,076 in 2004, nearly a 
10% increase from 2003.  By June 2005, it had grown another 3%. 
 
 
 
 

Change
Labor from Year Employed Unemployment
Force Before Rate

1990 33,998 32,236 5.2%
1991 34,443 1.3% 32,957 4.3%
1992 35,940 4.3% 34,558 3.8%
1993 38,022 5.8% 36,788 3.2%
1994 40,940 7.7% 39,675 3.1%
1995 43,769 6.9% 42,424 3.1%
1996 46,049 5.2% 44,664 3.0%
1997 47,643 3.5% 46,106 3.2%
1998 50,496 6.0% 49,127 2.7%
1999 52,909 4.8% 51,486 2.7%
2000 53,709 1.5% 52,405 2.4%
2001 55,688 3.7% 53,851 3.3%
2002 56,249 1.0% 53,291 5.3%
2003 57,473 2.2% 54,237 5.6%
2004 63,076 9.7% 60,010 4.9%

June 2005 64,979 62,124 4.4%
Source: Texas Workforce Commission

Table 5

Employment Trends
Hays County
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HOMESCHOOLING 
 
 
The number of children who reside within the DSISD boundaries and are 
homeschooled is significant.  According to the Texas Home School Coalition, (THSC), a 
political action committee, it is estimated that at least 332 families homeschool their 
children in the Dripping Springs ISD area.  Many of these families homeschool more 
than one child.  This estimate is based on the number of families who are members of 
THSC and reside within the ZIP Codes in the DSISD boundaries.  The total number of 
families homeschooling their children in DSISD is likely to be more than 332. 
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DRIPPING SPRINGS ISD STUDENT ENROLLMENT 
 
 
HISTORIC TRENDS 
 
Enrollment growth in DSISD during the past two school years has been more typical of 
years past than what was experienced during school years 2002-03 and 2003-04.  During 
the end of August 2005 DSISD’s enrollment reached 3,510 which was 102 students more 
than during Fall 2004, an increase of 3.0%.  Enrollment increased by 138 students, a 4.2% 
growth, from fall 2003 to fall 2004.  As can be seen from Table 6, enrollment had 
declined by 21 students during school year 2002-03 and by 29 students in school year 
2003-04 (see Table 6). 
 
The enrollment decline in school years 2002-03 and 2003-04 was likely due to several 
factors which affects housing growth in the area.  After 9-11-2001 and its negative 
economic affects housing sales had slowed for several years.  Particularly hard-hit were 
areas such as DSISD where many of the housing projects were higher-end homes.  This 
was followed by a building moratorium by the City of Dripping Springs which slowed 
some projects in the early planning stage. 
 
An improved economic and housing market have resulted in increased home sales in 
DSISD.  Additionally, many of the new homes have been priced lower than new homes 
built several years ago.   Homes such as many of those in Belterra usually result in a 
higher percentage of younger families as homeowners.  There were about 200 homes 
completed in Belterra since the demographic study was completed in Spring 2004.  
Building is now underway in Highpointe, another large subdivision with homes priced 
in the same range as those in Belterra. 
 
In August 2005, there were 1,014 primary school students in early education through 3rd 
grade, an increase of 82 students from fall 2004.  The number of intermediate students 
(4th and 5th grades) was 510 in August 2005, an increase of 36 for the year.  The number 
of middle school students (grades 6th through 8th), grew by only two students for the 
year.   High School enrollment was 1,128 in August, a 54-student increase from the 
previous year. 
 
 
STUDENT TRANSFERS 
 
Although the number of students transferring out of DSISD has exceeded the number 
transferring into the District, the gap has narrowed greatly.  In fall 2005 there were 50 
students who transferred into the District and 58 students who transferred from DSISD 
into neighboring school districts.  The net loss of eight students is down from a net loss 
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of 28 students the previous fall (see Table 7).  In school year 2002-03 the net loss was 47 
students. 
 
Of the 58 students who transferred from DSISD in fall 2005, 17 transferred to Katherine 
Anne Porter School, a charter school.  Another 14 students transferred to Eanes ISD.  
Slightly more than one-half of the students transferring into DSISD reside in the Austin 
ISD. 
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School Total Enrollment Change from
Year Enrollment Change Year Before

1990-91 1,601
1991-92 1,764 163 10.2%
1992-93 1,924 160 9.1%
1993-94 2,127 203 10.6%
1994-95 2,236 109 5.1%
1995-96 2,436 200 8.9%
1996-97 2,668 232 9.5%
1997-98 2,889 221 8.3%
1998-99 3,018 129 4.5%
1999-00 3,100 82 2.7%
2000-01 3,209 109 3.5%
2001-02 3,320 111 3.5%
2002-03 3,299 -21 -0.6%
2003-04 3,270 -29 -0.9%
2004-05 3,408 138 4.2%
2005-06 3,510 102 3.0%

Source:  Dripping Springs ISD
Note:  Enrollment figures are for the fall of each year with the expection of 2005 where the figures
     are for August 29, 2005

Table 6

Historic Enrollment Trends
Dripping Springs ISD
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School Transferring into Transferring out of
Year Drippping Springs ISD Drippping Springs ISD Net

2002-03 31 78 -47
2003-04 33 64 -31
2004-05 39 67 -28
2005-06 50 58 -8

Source:  Dripping Springs ISD

Table 7

Dripping Springs Student Transfers
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STUDENT ANALYSIS 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING ZONES 
 
 
The first demographic study completed by DeskMap Systems for DSISD was produced 
in 1995.  During this first study DeskMap System divided DSISD’s 198-square mile 
district into 15 smaller units of analysis called planning zones.   
 
During the current study, the boundaries of these 15 planning zones were re-evaluated.  
Due to rapid growth in certain areas it was necessary to divide these zones to allow a 
closer scrutiny of the changing factors occurring within each planning zone.   
 
Additionally, the planning zones have an increased importance as they will now 
become the “building blocks” in which to create new attendance zones.  These planning 
zones will be aggregated by DeskMap Systems to create a variety of attendance zone 
boundary scenarios. 
 
 
 
NEW PLANNING ZONES 
 
The 15 planning zones originally developed in 1995 were now divided to produce a 
total of 63 planning in order to reflect new subdivisions and anticipated growth in 
certain areas.  The new planning zones were created in a way that would allow 
comparison to the original zones so that student growth could still be tracked and 
compared. 
 
Major subdivision boundaries were mapped and taken into account when forming the 
new planning zones.  As a result, key developments such as Belterra and Highpointe 
are each wholly in their own planning zone.  Bus routes were also taken into account 
when creating the new planning zones. 
 
In only one case were the new boundaries drawn in a way that the original planning 
zone boundaries will not be directly comparable to the new boundaries.  In 1995 the 
original boundary between Planning Zone 4 and 9 was a creek.  During the current 
study it was deemed to be more desirable to modify that boundary since it divided the 
Kirby Springs subdivision and did not relate well with bus routing.  The new boundary 
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divides the current Planning Zones 38 and 44 by keeping Kirby Springs largely intact 
and lies west of the Hays County Access Road which is more practical from a 
transportation standpoint. 
 
The map on the following page displays DSISD’s 63 planning zones. 
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STUDENT ANALYSIS METHODOLOGY 
 
 
The August 2005 DSISD student database was analyzed for the current study.  The 
student population was analyzed geographically to determine the concentration of 
students in each planning zone and the general distribution of the students within the 
District. 
 
A database containing current student information for the entire district was obtained 
from DSISD.  The student addresses were used to locate each student on a digital map 
database of the District.  DeskMap Systems also has geocoded DSISD student addresses 
for earlier time periods.  The DSISD’s student database was geocoded was most 
recently in spring 2001. 
 
Computer mapping software was used to locate the addresses of the students on the 
map database.   
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AUGUST 2005 STUDENT DISTRIBUTION 
 
 
Table 8 displays the number of primary, intermediate, middle school, and high school 
students in each of the 63 planning zones as of August 2005.   
 
Planning Zone 5 had more students than any other planning zone.  Of the 267 students 
in Planning Zone 5, 88 were primary students, 40 were intermediate, 55 were in middle 
school and 84 were high school students.  This planning zone is in the far northern 
portion of the District bordered by the Hays/Travis County line.  Saddletree Ranch, 
Westcave Estates, Deer Creek Ranch and Hill Creek Ranch are all located within 
Planning Zone 5. 
 
The second-most populated planning zone was Planning Zone 23 with 229 students.  
This planning zone is in the eastern section of the District north of US 290.  Sunset 
Canyon is in Planning Zone 23. 
 
Although only a relatively small percentage of homes have been completed in Belterra, 
the planning zone in which it is located is already the third most populated planning 
zone.  There are 163 students in Planning Zone 50 of which 79 are primary students. 
 
Currently, there are no students in two of the planning zones although each of these 
will have a large number of students in the years ahead.  The Headwaters of Barton 
Creek subdivision will be developed in Planning Zone 23.  Homes are currently under 
construction in Planning Zone 52 where Highpointe is located. 
 
A map follows Table 8, which displays the residential locations of all students in the 
District.  This map is followed by four others displaying residential locations of 
primary, intermediate, middle school and high school students. 
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Planning Primary Intermediate Middle School High School Total
Zone Students Students Students Students Students

1 8 2 10 9 29
2 16 14 17 22 69
3 3 3 5 12 23
4 21 13 23 41 98
5 88 40 55 84 267
6 15 10 15 15 55
7 16 17 24 30 87
8 12 3 5 9 29
9 30 15 21 41 107
10 6 3 8 10 27
11 29 11 23 22 85
12 5 1 2 2 10
13 20 7 21 27 75
14 20 11 21 25 77
15 36 15 20 34 105
16 10 2 7 8 27
17 22 21 15 16 74
18 0 0 1 5 6
19 18 9 22 18 67
20 37 9 19 17 82
21 11 4 5 6 26
22 0 0 0 0 0
23 61 28 61 79 229
24 22 14 25 38 99
25 7 3 3 4 17
26 40 19 37 35 131
27 7 5 9 15 36
28 1 2 8 16 27
29 21 13 22 31 87
30 12 3 4 7 26
31 8 5 11 14 38
32 2 1 0 2 5
33 6 2 7 5 20
34 22 6 16 17 61
35 0 0 2 3 5
36 1 2 2 2 7
37 16 7 22 27 72
38 24 10 14 22 70
39 6 5 5 11 27
40 2 1 4 7 14
41 4 2 3 3 12
42 7 4 9 10 30
43 4 1 3 14 22
44 14 15 15 22 66
45 40 17 29 37 123
46 24 23 28 25 100
47 6 6 9 13 34
48 2 2 4 7 15
49 4 5 8 13 30
50 79 20 33 31 163
51 9 3 8 10 30
52 0 0 0 0 0
53 5 8 6 7 26
54 12 1 8 6 27
55 11 10 8 16 45
56 20 9 10 19 58
57 12 12 11 9 44
58 3 5 11 11 30
59 13 3 8 13 37
60 10 4 4 6 24
61 1 1 1 1 4
62 25 16 31 42 114
63 11 2 12 9 34

Out of 
District 17 5 8 16 46
Total 1014 510 858 1128 3510

Table 8

Primary, Intermediate, Middle School & High School Students
by Planning Zone - August 2005

Dripping Springs ISD
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CHANGE IN  STUDENT DISTRIBUTION 
 
 
The majority of growth in DSISD’s enrollment originates from just four geographic 
areas.  Between spring 2001 and August 2005 four planning zones account for an 
increase in enrollment of 444 students.  This is more than the total enrollment growth 
during the four-and-a-half-year time period as some of the planning zones declined in 
enrollment. 
 
Table 9, a three-page table, displays the number of students who resided in each 
planning zone in spring 2001 and in August 2005.  The change in student distribution 
differs greatly from the results calculated when the student addresses were last 
geocoded in 2001.  The major differences are as follows: 
 

 During the six-year time period of 1995 to 2001 there was enrollment growth in 
all 15 planning zones ranging between 3% and 173%.  From spring 2001 to 
August 2005 eight planning zones declined in enrollment. 

 
 Between 1995 and 2001 the majority of enrollment growth occurred north of U.S. 

290.  Between 2001 and 2005 the two fastest-growing planning zones were south 
of U.S. 290. 

 
Table 9 also displays the change in the number of students in each planning zone who 
are in primary intermediate, middle school, and high school students.   
 
The two planning zones that grew the most rapidly between 2001 and 2005 are located 
south of U.S. 290 in the eastern portion of the school district.  The original Planning 
Zone 3 increased by 163 students and the original Planning Zone 4 increased by 125 
students.   
 
Two other planning zones grew significantly between 2001 and 2005.  The original 
Planning Zone 6, in the far northern portion of the District grew by 96 students.  The 
original Planning Zone 14, in the far western portion of the school district increased by 
60 students. 
 
Of the eight planning zones declining in enrollment from 2001 to 2005, half are north of 
U.S. 290 and half are south.  The area with the greatest decline in enrollment is the 
original Planning Zone 8 whose 2005 enrollment was 327, 54 students fewer than in 
1995.  Of the 54-student decline, 32 were high school students.  The largest subdivision 
in this area is Sunset Canyon. 
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A thematic map displaying the student distribution change follows Table 9.  The 
planning zones which have increased by the largest number of students are colored 
purple.  These planning zones have increased by more than 100 students between 
spring 2001 and spring 2005. 
 
 



 35

Planning Numeric Percent
Zone Spring 2001 August 2005 Change Change

1 161 152 -9 -5.6%
2 207 204 -3 -1.4%
3 93 256 163 175.3%
4 213 338 125 58.7%
5 295 293 -2 -0.7%
6 228 324 96 42.1%
7 60 73 13 21.7%
8 381 327 -54 -14.2%
9 214 183 -31 -14.5%

10 109 118 9 8.3%
11 99 93 -6 -6.1%
12 182 183 1 0.5%
13 392 368 -24 -6.1%
14 275 335 60 21.8%
15 231 217 -14 -6.1%

Out of District 88 46 -42 -47.7%
Total 3228 3510 282 8.7%

Planning Numeric Percent
Zone Spring 2001 August 2005 Change Change

1 38 37 -1 -2.6%
2 59 64 5 8.5%
3 28 100 72 257.1%
4 54 86 32 59.3%
5 79 79 0 0.0%
6 61 103 42 68.9%
7 24 18 -6 -25.0%
8 109 106 -3 -2.8%
9 59 48 -11 -18.6%

10 21 29 8 38.1%
11 33 29 -4 -12.1%
12 52 44 -8 -15.4%
13 123 113 -10 -8.1%
14 79 93 14 17.7%
15 59 48 -11 -18.6%

Out of District 21 17 -4 -19.0%
Total 899 1014 115 12.8%

Enrollment Change by Planning Zone
Table 9

Dripping Springs ISD

Total Enrollment

Primary (grades EE to 3rd)
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Water Resources and Wastewater Services 
 
 
The major water and wastewater improvement planned for the DSISD area is once 
again the anticipation of the wastewater treatment project.  Although approved by the 
City of Dripping Springs in 1995 construction has not begun on the sewer system.  
However, the obstacles in the way of this project now appear to be addressed and 
construction will begin in 2006.  Once in operation, the wastewater system will permit 
additional single-family and multi-family housing and will also make additional 
commercial growth more feasible.  This project and others are discussed below. 
 
 
CITY OF DRIPPING SPRINGS 
 
The construction of Dripping Springs’ wastewater treatment system project may begin 
in mid-2006.  As of summer 2005, the City had closed on the loan and the surveying for 
easements was underway.  Service for the first phase of the project would be in 
operation within nine to twelve months once construction begins.   
 
The City of Dripping Springs will build and manage a wastewater treatment plant and 
will provide wastewater services to approximately 650 acres in the City and the 
surrounding area.  The Dripping Springs sewage system would, at first, primarily serve 
the portions of the City needing relief from older septic systems.  Downtown Dripping 
Springs and the “North 40” area would be served.  Sewer lines would then be extended 
to small areas within the City east and west on U.S. Highway 290.  Developers will have 
the opportunity to have the sewer line extended to certain areas providing they cover 
the costs.  The sewer line will run east and west along US Highway 290 and to a larger 
extent north and south along Ranch Road 12. 
 
The wastewater treatment system project will include five lift stations, nearly 42,000 
linear feet of gravity sewer, and 13,960 of force main.  Its location will be near West FM 
150 and Ranch Road 12 South. 
 
 
 
 
LOWER COLORADO RIVER AUTHORITY 
 
Much of the water in the Dripping Springs ISD area, particularly in the eastern portions 
of the school district, is supplied by the LCRA.  Several LCRA projects are planned that 
will affect growth in DSISD. 
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Hamilton Pool Road Project 
The Hamilton Road project was described in DeskMap Systems’ 2004 demographic 
study for DSISD.  The service extension along Hamilton Pool Road would primarily 
serve four large tracts of land in southern Travis County and would make it feasible for 
these areas to be developed for residential use.   
 
To a much lesser extent, the Hamilton Pool project may also impact future Dripping 
Springs ISD enrollment.  Several developments in northern Hays County such as 
Saddletree and Deercreek Ranch may also obtain water from the Hamilton Pool project.  
These developments include approximately 2,000 platted lots.  About 660 of these lots 
have existing homes.  The LCRA water line would likely enable these communities to 
be developed more rapidly. 
 
Sawyer Ranch Road Project 
The LCRA will construct a five to six- mile water transmission line along Sawyer Ranch 
Road.  The transmission line will extend to Darden Hill Road and then to Ranch Road 
1826 and will serve new housing developments such as Highpointe and Rim Rock.   
 
The transmission line will be constructed in approximately one year when Sawyer 
Ranch Road is expanded to two lanes in each direction. 
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Industry and Employment Opportunities 
 
 
Recent, or planned, new businesses to the Dripping Springs area have been few.  No 
new businesses with a significant number of employees have located to the DSISD since 
the 2004 demographic study.  However, additional small businesses have opened in the 
Dripping Springs area in the past year.  Among these are: 
 

 Franklin Bank opened in July on US Highway 290 in Dripping Springs. 
 

 Several other new businesses include doctors’ offices, mortgage and title 
companies, a UPS store, a drug store and restaurants. 
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Future Development 
 
 
Future residential development in the District is typically the largest factor impacting 
school enrollment.  Knowing where the development will occur is necessary for school 
planning. 
 
To obtain an indication for the District’s potential short-term growth (and in cases of 
very large developments, long-term growth as well), sites of current developments 
were identified.  Where possible, the activities and plans for each major development 
were obtained through interviews with a representative of the project.  The type of 
information about each project included total lots, the number of lots still available and 
home price information.  The representatives of each development were also asked 
what stage the development is in and an anticipated completion date.  
 
The analysis focused on potential growth sites, those subdivisions that may have the 
greatest impact on school enrollment.  The findings have been factored into student 
enrollment projections under the Moderate and High Scenarios. 
 
Ten major housing developments were identified during this analysis.  Major housing 
developments are those with the potential of having 40 or more units at build-out.  
Some of these subdivisions were in the early stages of development, some are not 
scheduled to begin for several months or longer, and still others are older subdivisions 
expanding through the construction of a new phase.   
 
Home building is also occurring in older, as well as smaller, subdivisions throughout 
the District.  These more established developments are mentioned in section "b. 
Additional Subdivisions and Other Residential Building". 
 
The map that follows Table 10 highlights the key subdivisions representing the major 
new developments within the boundaries of DSISD.  Table 130 lists the subdivisions 
and provides a summary of the expected number of units as well as the current status of 
each development. 
 
Eight of the ten housing developments were also listed in the 2004 demographic 
analysis although several have been re-named.  The two new developments are the 
“Hall Tract” on Ranch Road 12 and an unnamed development near Ranch Road 12 
South.   
 
If all the homes are built in these 10 developments, there could be 6,239 or more 
housing units at build-out.  Home construction has begun in only several of these 
developments (Belterra and Walking W Ranch and model home construction in 
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Highpointe).  Table 10 indicates that there are an estimated 5,984 or more homes that 
could still be constructed in these 10 developments. 
 
The 6,239 units at build-out from these 10 housing developments represents a slightly 
larger number of homes than were reported in the 2004 demographic study.  In the 2oo4 
study, DeskMap Systems identified 14 new housing developments with a possibility of 
6,140 or more homes at build-out. 
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Headwaters of Barton Creek 
 
The Headwaters of Barton Creek, formerly called Hazy Hills Ranch, is a 1,540-acre 
development on the north side of U.S. Highway 290 east of Dripping Springs.  The 
development will have 1,000 single-family homes and a 175-acre commercial section.   
 
Infrastructure construction will begin in early 2006 and home construction will begin in 
late 2006. 
 
Home prices will range from $180,000 to $500,000.  About 500 to 600 of the 1,000 homes 
will be priced near the lower range.  The water source for this area is the LCRA.   
 
This development is in Planning Zone 22. 
 
 
Highpointe of Dripping Springs 
 
Highpointe of Dripping Springs, , formerly called Spring Creek Ranch and Sawyer 
Ranch, is located on the east side of Sawyer Road directly south of the Belterra 
subdivision.  The 780-acre gated community will have at least 1,012 homes.   
 
As of August 2005, six model homes were completed or in the construction process.  By 
October 2005, it is expected that 15 homes will be started each month.  Homes will 
range from between $200,000 to $500,000.   
 
LCRA provides water to this area.  The development will have its own wastewater 
treatment plant. 
 
This development is in Planning Zone 52. 
 
 
Howard Ranch 
 
Home construction has begun at Howard Ranch, a 245-acre tract located at the 
southeast corner of Ranch Road 12 and FM 150.  The development will have 126 homes.  
There will be 17 acres devoted to commercial development. 
 
As of August 2005, 10 lots had been sold, one home was under construction and three 
or four others were scheduled to begin soon.  Homes will be priced at $400,000 and 
above. 
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Howard Ranch is in the City of Dripping Springs ETJ. 
 
This development is in Planning Zone 41. 
 
 
Reunion Ranch 
 
Reunion Ranch is located in the extreme southeastern portion of the District on the 
south side of Ranch Road 1826 near Bear Creek Pass.  The 524-acre development will be 
composed of 476 homes with an average price of $400,000. 
 
The subdivision will be composed of smaller lots than what was first anticipated.   An 
on-site wastewater treatment plant will permit denser housing.  Lots will range from 70 
to 90 feet in width.  Water is provided by LCRA. 
 
Lot construction on the first section of 115 lots will begin in September 2005.   It is 
anticipated that home construction will begin in spring 2006 and that build-out will be 
reached in six years. 
 
A small portion of Reunion Ranch is in the Dripping Springs ETJ and the majority is 
within Hays County jurisdiction. 
 
This development is in Planning Zone 63 
. 
 
 
Rim Rock 
 
Homes are now under construction in Rim Rock, located in the southeastern portion of 
the school district on the east side of FM 1826 north of FM 967.  At completion, the 
1,238-acre development will have 675 lots built in three phases.   
 
As of August 2005, several homes were under construction and construction was 
scheduled to begin on 17 more. 
 
Lots are priced between $55,000 and $85,000.  Homes will be priced at $350,000 or more.  
The average price is likely to be about $500,000. 
 
Water in this area is provided by LCRA.  Lots in Rim Rock will have septic systems. 
 
This development is in Planning Zone 61. 
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Walking W Ranch 
 
The Walking W Ranch is a 180-acre development in the far northern portion of the 
school district.  Walking W Ranch is located on the east side of Bell Springs Road one-
half mile from Hamilton Pool Road.  The development will be divided into 
approximately 60 two to ten acre lots. 
 
As of July 2005, several homes were occupied and another five homes were under 
construction.  The majority of homes will be custom built.  The developer indicates that 
this subdivision will be developed slowly. 
 
Lots in Walking W Ranch will have well water and septic systems. 
 
This development is in Planning Zone 4. 
 
 
Unnamed Development 
 
A currently unnamed subdivision will be developed east of Ranch Road 12 on Butler 
Branch Road.  The 154-acre tract will have 250 lots with homes in the $200s to $350,000. 
 
Construction may begin in 2007 depending upon the construction schedule of the sewer 
lines. 
 
This development is in Planning Zone 37. 
 
 
 
b.  Additional Subdivisions and Other Residential Building 
 
 

1) Older subdivisions 
The vast majority of residential growth in the District will be a result of the major 
housing developments described previously.  Additional growth will also occur on 
individual lots or on acreage throughout the District.  Certain older subdivisions, even 
those a decade or more old, are also experiencing growth. 
 
Among the older subdivisions that are currently experiencing home construction 
include: 
 

 Hidden Springs.  Twelve lots of the original 58 remain undeveloped in 
the first section.  The second section of 55 lots will be sold as one unit. 
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 Vistas of Sawyer Ranch.  Twenty-nine lots remain unsold in this 183-lot 
development.  One hundred homes have been built, of which, 90 are 
occupied. 

 
 

2.) Smaller developments 
Homes are also being constructed in smaller subdivisions in DSISD.  Among the 
new developments with under 40 lots are: 
 

 Creek Road Ranch.  This 123-acre development is located on Creek 
Road.  The subdivision will be composed of 30 high-end homes.  In 
August 2005  two homes were occupied. 

 Las Madres.  Originally, this 65-acre development was to have a larger 
number of homes.  The project has been scaled back to have only eight 
lots. 

 Heatherwood Homes.  This subdivision of less than 20 lots is on Gatlin 
Creek Road. 

 Dos Lagos.  This subdivision is in the western portion of the District, 
south of U.S. Highway 290 on Holder Lane.   Dos Lagos will have 33 
homes. 

  
 

3.) Other future developments 
Several housing developments in DSISD are planned but are not as certain as the 
subdivisions mentioned earlier.  Because these tracts of land will be resold before they 
are developed their schedule cannot be determined.   Among these are: 
 

 Paint Brush Ranch.  This was re-named from the Double L Ranch and is 
located at the northwest corner of U.S. Highway 290 and McGregor Lane.  
Approval for 172 lots has been granted on the 214-acre property.  Homes 
in the first section will be nearly 1.3 acres.  Currently, this property is for 
sale and no construction is planned for the near future.  

 Hidden Springs II.  This is the second section of Hidden Springs.  This 
section of 55 lots will be sold as one unit and will be developed by the 
buyer. 

 Polo Springs Golf.  This 360-acre development may have 260 homes.  The 
project is currently on hold. 
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STUDENT PROJECTIONS 
 
 
 
DISTRICT-LEVEL ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS: 
ENHANCED COHORT-SURVIVAL METHOD 
 
Enrollment projections were made at the district level using the Cohort-Survival 
Method.  The Cohort-Survival Method, a forecasting tool used widely by school 
districts for determining future student enrollments, was used to calculate projections 
of student enrollment for the next ten years.  DeskMap Systems has modified the 
Cohort-Survival Method by enhancing its capabilities.  Rather than strictly a 
mathematical model, it was expanded to include the results of localized data, such as 
building and economic trends. 
 
Three scenarios were developed for the District-wide projections.  Each is based upon 
different economic and residential growth assumptions.  These scenarios are called the 
Historical, Moderate and High Scenarios. 
 
The Cohort-Survival Method derives the “retention” ratios, or survival rates, of an 
isolated student population progression through the school system each year.  The 
number of students in a grade for one year is divided by the number of students in the 
preceding grade for the year before.  The survival rates are determined by establishing 
historic rates between: 
 

Births to Kindergarten 
Kindergarten to 1st grade 
1st grade to 2nd grade 
and so on through the 12th grade 

 
Survival rates over 1.00 suggest that the enrollments in that grade increased since the 
previous year and percents under 1.00 indicate that the enrollments have declined since 
the year before.  The survival rates are based upon actual historical student enrollment 
counts.  
 
Fluctuations in the data from year-to-year create a pattern from which an average 
survival rate can be calculated to project future enrollment.  Each of the scenarios 
utilizes five-year average survival rates to project future rates.  The five-year averages 
are weighted to give the more recent years a stronger influence.  The averages are 
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weighted “moving averages” in that each progressive year will always be based on the 
five-year period that directly precedes it.  The weighted average better reflects the most 
recent trends in the District.   
 
Kindergarten retention rates are somewhat different from grade-to-grade retention 
rates.  The rates are calculated from the number of births five years prior to the number 
of students enrolled in Kindergarten.  The number of Kindergartners is determined by 
the number of births five years ago, as well as migration into or out of the District.  
 
Projecting the number of Pre-Kindergarten students is also handled in a different 
manner than the 1st through 12th grade enrollment projections.  Pre-K students were 
projected in terms of their relationship to the number of Kindergartners for each year.  
During the past several years there has been a weighted average of 16% Early Education 
and Pre-K students to the total number of Kindergartners.  This percentage was used in 
projecting the number of Early Education and Pre-K students. 
 
A good population forecast should not be purely mechanical.  The weighted average 
rates are adjusted in the different projection scenarios to reflect specific growth 
assumptions and local trends.  Rates of change should be based upon assumptions and 
the assumptions should be based upon local trends.  Besides school enrollment data, 
other local and county information was collected: infrastructure expansions, 
transportation plans, and subdivision activity data.  These trends serve as indicators to 
help formulate growth assumptions. 
 
 
 
PROJECTION SCENARIOS 
 
An enhanced Cohort-Survival Method was used to produce three scenarios to forecast 
student enrollment over the next 10 years: 

 
 
HISTORICAL SCENARIO 
 

The Historical Scenario is based on historical enrollment trends from the past 
six years.  Most recent years were weighted heaviest.  This is a baseline 
scenario and therefore projects enrollment based strictly on primarily on past 
information.  The scenario does not directly factor in possible local trends 
such as large increases in residential building, business activity or future 
expansions to the area's infrastructure.  The Historical Scenario, however, 
does utilize the most recent birth data. 
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The Historical Scenario would be the closest fit if the enrollment trends 
experienced during the past several years continue into the next decade.  
Historical Scenario projections serve as a benchmark with which to compare 
the Moderate and High Scenarios.  

 
The Historical Scenario usually produces lower enrollment projections than 
the other two scenarios and that was the case with this projection series.    

 
 

MODERATE SCENARIO 
 

Unlike the Historical Scenario, the Moderate Scenario directly factors in 
information from new housing developments as well as other local 
information.  Enrollment projections under this scenario are higher than the 
Historical Scenario but lower than the High Scenario. 
 
Both the Moderate and High Scenarios utilize local information gathered by 
DeskMap Systems.  Much of this information pertains to new housing 
developments and infrastructure expansions such as the wastewater 
treatment system.   
 
DeskMap Systems considers the enrollment projections under the Moderate 
Scenario to be the most likely growth trend. 
 
 
Housing units & infrastructure expansions 
 
Table 10 lists the number of new housing developments in DSISD.  There are 
nearly 6,000 additional units that could be built in these 10 housing 
developments.  These subdivisions will be built over several years and, in the 
cases of the larger subdivisions, will be developed over ten years or more.  
The Moderate and High Scenarios take into account the probable building 
schedule of each development.   
 
Home sales in the Austin MSA are strong and the economy has improved 
since the previous demographic study was completed in spring 2004.  
Enrollment projections produced for the 2004 study took the strengthening 
but not “at full-capacity” economy into account.  In 2004, the Moderate 
Scenario assumed that only 40% of the homes which were planned for the 
next several years will be constructed, sold, and will be occupied during these 
years.  The Moderate Scenario in the current demography study also assumes 
that not all homes planned for the next several years will be completed and 
occupied.  The current study’s Moderate Scenario assumes that 65% of the 
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new homes planned in DSISD will be built and occupied during the next 
several school years. 
 
Both the Moderate and High Scenarios assume that housing growth will 
continue in DSISD due to the construction and completion of the sewage 
system and the strengthening Austin economy. 
 
 
Students per housing unit 

 
The number of students per housing unit in DSISD has remained unchanged 
for the past three years.  For the past three school years there have been .66 
students per housing unit.  However, the figure was higher four years ago 
(.69) and higher still five years ago (.74). 

 
The Moderate Scenario assumes that there will be 0.66 students per new 
housing unit for school year 2006-07.  This figure is decreased slightly over 
the 10-year projection period primarily as a reflection of the aging population 
and to reflect the trend of slightly fewer children per household that has 
occurred in recent years. 

 
 

HIGH SCENARIO 
 

The High Scenario is the most aggressive of the three scenarios.  Like the 
Moderate Scenario, it utilizes local information such as new housing 
developments. 
 
This scenario is similar to the Moderate Scenario but assumes a larger number 
of new homes will be built in the area and that the number of school-age 
children per new housing unit will be slightly larger. 
 
The High Scenario assumes that there will be an average of 0.66 new students 
per new housing unit for the 10-year projection period. 

 
 

A summary of the enrollment projections for each scenario is highlighted in 
Table 11. 
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School Total Enrollment % Total Enrollment % Total Enrollment %
Year Enrollment Growth Change Enrollment Growth Change Enrollment Growth Change

2006-07 3,600 90 2.6% 3,646 136 3.9% 3,672 162 4.6%
2007-08 3,664 64 1.8% 3,803 157 4.3% 3,872 200 5.4%
2008-09 3,777 113 3.1% 4,061 258 6.8% 4,166 294 7.6%
2009-10 3,866 89 2.4% 4,309 248 6.1% 4,485 319 7.7%
2010-11 4,004 138 3.6% 4,579 270 6.3% 4,835 350 7.8%
2011-12 4,144 140 3.5% 4,860 281 6.1% 5,199 364 7.5%
2012-13 4,300 156 3.8% 5,119 259 5.3% 5,560 361 6.9%
2013-14 4,499 199 4.6% 5,458 339 6.6% 6,016 456 8.2%
2014-15 4,643 144 3.2% 5,724 266 4.9% 6,417 401 6.7%
2015-16 4,840 197 4.2% 6,064 340 5.9% 6,907 490 7.6%

Total Enrollment Growth 1,330 2,554 3,397

Dripping Springs ISD - District Enrollment Projections

Historical Scenario Moderate Scenario High Scenario

Table 11

Dripping Springs ISD Enrollment Projections
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ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS SUMMARY 
 
 
a. District-Wide Totals & Individual Grades 
 
 

1)  Historical Scenario 
 

District-wide enrollment is projected to increase by 90 students from fall 2005 to fall 
2006 under the Historical Scenario.  The projections indicate an increase of 58 primary 
(EE to 3rd grade) students.  Under this scenario there would be an increase of 26 
intermediate school students 4th and 5th grade students).  Under the Historical Scenario 
there would be a decline in the number of middle school students (6th to 8th grade) by 
fall 2006.  This scenario calls for a decrease of 18 middle school students and an increase 
of 22 middle school students and a decline of 23 high school students.  Due to rounding, 
the change in the number of students by grade may differ slightly when aggregated 
from the district totals. 
 
In five years (fall 2010), enrollment is projected to increase 14% from fall 2005.  This 
represents an increase of 494 students. 
 
In ten years (fall 2015), enrollment is projected to reach 4,840 students under the 
Historical Scenario.  This would represent a 1330-student increase from fall 2005 
enrollment, a 38% gain. 
 
 

2) Moderate Scenario 
 
Under the Moderate Scenario, enrollment is expected to be 3,646 in fall 2006.  This is an 
increase of 136 students from fall 2004.  The number of students in primary grades 
projected to grow by 72 students.  Enrollment in the intermediate grades is projected to 
increase by 33 students.  The number of middle school students is expected to decline 
by 7 students and the number of high school students would increase by 38 students. 
 
Enrollment is projected to increase by 1,069 students in five years, reaching 4,579 
students by fall 2010.  
 
In ten years, enrollment is projected to reach 6,064 students under the Moderate 
Scenario.  This would be an increase of 2,554 students during the 10-year period. 
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3) High Scenario 

 
Total enrollment is projected to be 3,672 in fall 2006 under the High Scenario, a 162-
student gain from fall 2005. 
 
By fall 2010, enrollment is projected to be 4,835, an increase of 1,325 students from fall 
2005.  This represents a 38% gain for the five-year period.  In ten years, enrollment 
under the High Scenario is projected to be 6,907 students, nearly double the District size 
in fall 2005.  This would be an increase of 3,397 students and a 97% increase for the ten-
year period. 
 
 
 
 
DISTRICT-WIDE PROJECTIONS BY GRADE 
 
Tables 12, 14 and 16 display enrollment projections for each grade for the Historical, 
Moderate and High Scenarios.  
 
Each table consists of three sections: 
 

Top Section.  This section contains the past enrollment data for Dripping Springs 
ISD.  It also lists the past retention rates from one grade to the next. 
 
The lowest retention rates are in the 10th and 11th grades.  Retention rates lower 
than 1.00 indicate that more students are leaving the school system than entering 
into it.   

 
 

Middle Section.  This section contains the five-year weighted average survival 
rates from one grade to the next. 
 
 
Bottom Section.  This section contains the 10-year enrollment projections. 

 
 
 
 
 
CHANGE IN ENROLLMENT BY GRADE 
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Tables 13, 15 and 17 display numerical and percentage increases for each grade for each 
of the three scenarios.  Even though total enrollments are projected to increase, there are 
several grades that are expected to decline in enrollment. 
 
Under the Moderate Scenario, total enrollment is projected to increase by 136 students 
from fall 2005 to fall 2006.  Enrollment changes will vary substantially by grade (Table 
17).  The largest numeric and percentage increase is expected to occur in the 10th grade, 
where enrollment is projected to increase by 58 students.  This is due to a very large 9th 
grade class this fall.   The 5th grade class is projected to increase by 53 students next 
year. 
 
Five grades are expected to decline in enrollment next school year.  The number of 1st 
graders, 4th graders and 11th graders are each expected to decline by 20 students.  The 6th 
grade class is expected to be smaller by 18 students next year and the 9th grade class 
may decline by 16 students. 
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EE & BIRTHS K 1st 2nd 3rd Primary 4th 5th Int. 6th 7th 8th M.S. 9th 10th 11th 12th H.S. District
SCHOOL PK 5 YRS Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. EE-3rd Gr. Gr. 4 & 5 Gr. Gr. Gr. 6th -8th Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. 9-12 Total

YEAR TOTAL AGO S' S' S' S' S' Total S' S' Total S' S' S' Total S' S' S' Total

2000-01 30 134 1.39 186 212 212 241 881 235 256 491 275 265 279 819 297 289 254 178 1,018 3,209
1.06 1.11 1.07 1.04 1.11 0.97 1.08 0.99 1.11 0.92 0.87 0.93

2001-02 41 186 1.24 231 198 235 226 931 251 261 512 249 297 263 809 310 273 250 235 1,068 3,320
1.03 1.02 1.00 1.05 1.06 1.06 1.01 1.05 1.23 0.85 0.90 0.89

2002-03 25 190 1.04 198 239 201 236 899 238 265 503 277 252 311 840 323 264 247 223 1,057 3,299
1.02 1.01 1.04 0.99 1.10 1.00 1.05 1.07 1.14 0.85 0.82 0.88

2003-04 29 179 1.15 206 201 241 209 886 234 261 495 266 291 270 827 354 275 216 217 1,062 3,270
1.17 1.11 1.08 1.08 1.06 1.03 1.08 1.03 1.17 0.85 0.80 1.10

2004-05 37 175 1.38 242 242 223 260 1,004 226 248 474 270 287 299 856 315 301 221 237 1,074 3,408
1.08 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.06 1.10 1.06 1.04 1.26 0.86 0.82 1.06

2005-06 39 200 1.10 220 262 256 237 1,014 270 240 510 273 287 298 858 377 270 247 234 1,128 3,510

    Weighted Ave. 1.10 1.09 1.06 1.05 1.04 1.07 1.05 1.06 1.04 1.20 0.86 0.83 1.00

2006-07 39 224 1.10 246 239 278 270 1,072 247 289 536 252 289 299 840 357 323 224 247 1,151 3,600
1.09 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.20 0.85 0.83 1.01

2007-08 38 213 1.11 235 269 253 293 1,088 282 264 546 305 267 301 873 359 305 267 227 1,157 3,664
1.09 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.20 0.85 0.82 1.02

2008-09 40 226 1.10 249 257 284 267 1,098 306 301 607 279 323 278 881 363 306 251 271 1,191 3,777
1.10 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.21 0.85 0.82 1.03

2009-10 42 240 1.10 265 273 273 301 1,154 279 327 606 318 296 337 952 336 310 251 258 1,154 3,866
1.10 1.06 1.06 1.05 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.21 0.85 0.82 1.03

2010-11 44 251 1.10 277 290 290 289 1,191 315 298 613 347 338 308 994 407 287 254 259 1,207 4,004
1.09 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.21 0.85 0.82 1.03

2011-12 46 261 1.10 288 303 308 307 1,252 302 336 638 316 368 352 1,037 373 348 236 261 1,218 4,144
1.09 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.21 0.85 0.82 1.02

2012-13 48 272 1.10 300 315 321 326 1,310 321 322 643 356 336 383 1,075 425 319 286 241 1,272 4,300
1.09 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.21 0.85 0.82 1.03

2013-14 50 283 1.10 312 328 334 340 1,365 341 342 683 342 378 349 1,070 463 363 262 293 1,381 4,499
1.09 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.21 0.85 0.82 1.03

2014-15 52 293 1.10 323 342 349 354 1,419 355 363 719 363 363 394 1,120 422 395 299 269 1,385 4,643
1.09 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.21 0.85 0.82 1.03

2015-16 54 304 1.10 335 354 363 369 1,474 370 379 749 385 385 378 1,149 476 361 325 306 1,468 4,840
Note: Due to rounding, enrollments may be slightly different from District totals.  
These figures represent fall enrollments of each year with the exception of 2005 where the enrollment figures were as of August 29th.

Table 12
Dripping Springs ISD Cohort-Survival Projections by Grade

Historical Scenario
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Table 13

Change in Enrollment by Grade from the Preceding School Year; Historical Scenario

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
SCHOOL Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr.

YEAR No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

2006-07 0 1.1% 26 12.0% -23 -8.8% 22 8.4% 33 13.9% -23 -2.3% 49 20.5% -21 -7.7% 2 0.7% 1 0.2% -20 -5.4% 53 19.7% -23 -9.3% 13 5.8% 90 2.6%

2007-08 -2 -4.5% -11 -4.5% 30 12.4% -24 -8.8% 23 8.6% 35 14.0% -25 -8.7% 53 21.0% -22 -7.6% 3 0.9% 2 0.6% -18 -5.7% 43 19.1% -21 -8.3% 65 1.8%

2008-09 2 5.8% 14 5.8% -12 -4.4% 31 12.4% -26 -8.8% 24 8.6% 37 13.9% -26 -8.5% 56 21.1% -23 -7.6% 4 1.0% 2 0.5% -16 -5.9% 44 19.5% 112 3.1%

2009-10 2 6.2% 16 6.2% 16 6.2% -12 -4.1% 34 12.7% -27 -8.7% 26 8.6% 39 14.1% -27 -8.3% 58 21.0% -27 -7.5% 3 1.1% 0 0.1% -14 -5.0% 89 2.4%

2010-11 2 4.6% 12 4.6% 17 6.4% 17 6.3% -12 -4.1% 36 12.9% -29 -8.8% 28 8.9% 42 14.1% -28 -8.4% 72 21.3% -23 -7.4% 3 1.2% 1 0.5% 138 3.6%

2011-12 2 4.0% 11 4.0% 12 4.3% 18 6.2% 18 6.2% -13 -4.2% 38 12.9% -31 -8.8% 30 8.8% 44 14.2% -34 -8.4% 61 21.3% -19 -7.4% 2 0.8% 140 3.5%

2012-13 2 4.2% 12 4.2% 12 4.1% 13 4.3% 19 6.2% 19 6.2% -14 -4.2% 40 12.7% -32 -8.8% 31 8.8% 52 14.0% -29 -8.4% 50 21.3% -19 -7.4% 156 3.8%

2013-14 2 4.0% 12 4.0% 13 4.2% 13 4.1% 14 4.3% 20 6.2% 20 6.2% -15 -4.1% 43 12.7% -34 -8.8% 38 8.8% 45 14.0% -24 -8.4% 52 21.4% 199 4.6%

2014-15 2 3.5% 11 3.5% 13 4.1% 14 4.2% 14 4.1% 15 4.3% 21 6.2% 21 6.3% -16 -4.1% 45 12.7% -41 -8.8% 32 8.8% 37 14.0% -24 -8.4% 144 3.2%

2015-16 2 3.8% 12 3.8% 12 3.5% 14 4.1% 15 4.2% 15 4.1% 16 4.3% 22 6.2% 23 6.2% -16 -4.1% 54 12.7% -35 -8.8% 26 8.8% 38 14.0% 197 4.2%
Note: Due to rounding, enrollments may be slightly different than District totals.

PK Total
EE & District
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EE & BIRTHS K 1st 2nd 3rd Primary 4th 5th Int. 6th 7th 8th M.S. 9th 10th 11th 12th H.S. District
SCHOOL PK 5 YRS Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. EE-3rd Gr. Gr. 4 & 5 Gr. Gr. Gr. 6th -8th Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. 9-12 Total

YEAR TOTAL AGO S' S' S' S' S' Total S' S' Total S' S' S' Total S' S' S' Total
2000-01 30 134 1.39 186 212 212 241 881 235 256 491 275 265 279 819 297 289 254 178 1,018 3,209

1.06 1.11 1.07 1.04 1.11 0.97 1.08 0.99 1.11 0.92 0.87 0.93
2001-02 41 186 1.24 231 198 235 226 931 251 261 512 249 297 263 809 310 273 250 235 1,068 3,320

1.03 1.02 1.00 1.05 1.06 1.06 1.01 1.05 1.23 0.85 0.90 0.89
2002-03 25 190 1.04 198 239 201 236 899 238 265 503 277 252 311 840 323 264 247 223 1,057 3,299

1.02 1.01 1.04 0.99 1.10 1.00 1.05 1.07 1.14 0.85 0.82 0.88
2003-04 29 179 1.15 206 201 241 209 886 234 261 495 266 291 270 827 354 275 216 217 1,062 3,270

1.17 1.11 1.08 1.08 1.06 1.03 1.08 1.03 1.17 0.85 0.80 1.10

2004-05 37 175 1.38 242 242 223 260 1,004 226 248 474 270 287 299 856 315 301 221 237 1,074 3,408

1.08 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.06 1.10 1.06 1.04 1.26 0.86 0.82 1.06
2005-06 39 200 1.10 220 262 256 237 1,014 270 240 510 273 287 298 858 377 270 247 234 1,128 3,510

    Weighted Ave. 1.10 1.09 1.06 1.05 1.04 1.07 1.05 1.06 1.04 1.20 0.86 0.83 1.00

2006-07 40 224 1.10 250 242 281 274 1,086 250 293 543 255 293 302 851 361 328 227 251 1,166 3,646
1.12 1.09 1.08 1.07 1.10 1.08 1.09 1.07 1.23 0.88 0.85 1.04

2007-08 39 213 1.13 241 279 263 305 1,127 293 274 567 317 277 313 907 373 317 277 236 1,202 3,803
1.13 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.11 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.25 0.89 0.86 1.06

2008-09 41 226 1.15 259 274 307 289 1,170 330 325 655 301 349 300 950 391 331 271 293 1,286 4,061
1.14 1.11 1.10 1.09 1.11 1.10 1.11 1.09 1.26 0.89 0.86 1.07

2009-10 44 240 1.15 277 296 303 339 1,259 314 367 681 358 333 379 1,070 377 348 283 290 1,298 4,309
1.13 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.10 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.25 0.88 0.85 1.06

2010-11 46 251 1.15 288 314 325 332 1,306 367 347 713 403 394 359 1,156 474 334 296 301 1,404 4,579
1.14 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.10 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.25 0.88 0.85 1.06

2011-12 48 261 1.15 301 327 346 358 1,381 360 405 765 381 443 424 1,248 449 419 284 314 1,466 4,860
1.13 1.09 1.09 1.07 1.10 1.09 1.09 1.07 1.24 0.88 0.85 1.05

2012-13 50 272 1.14 311 339 358 378 1,435 385 395 780 441 415 474 1,331 526 394 354 299 1,574 5,119
1.13 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.10 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.25 0.88 0.85 1.06

2013-14 52 283 1.15 325 352 373 392 1,494 408 425 833 433 484 447 1,365 592 465 335 375 1,767 5,458
1.13 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.10 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.25 0.88 0.85 1.06

2014-15 54 293 1.15 336 368 387 409 1,555 424 450 875 466 476 521 1,463 559 523 395 355 1,832 5,724
1.14 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.11 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.25 0.89 0.85 1.06

2015-16 56 304 1.15 350 382 406 425 1,619 443 469 912 495 512 513 1,520 652 494 446 420 2,012 6,064

Note: Due to rounding, enrollments may be slightly different from District totals.  These figures represent fall enrollments of each year.

Dripping Springs ISD Cohort-Survival Projections by Grade
Moderate Scenario

These figures represent fall enrollments of each year with the exception of 2005 where the enrollment figures were as of August 29th.

Table 14
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Table 15

Change in Enrollment by Grade from the Preceding School Year; Moderate Scenario

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
SCHOOL Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr.

YEAR No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

2006-07 1 2.4% 30 13.5% -20 -7.6% 25 9.8% 37 15.4% -20 -1.9% 53 22.0% -18 -6.5% 6 2.1% 4 1.5% -16 -4.2% 58 21.3% -20 -8.1% 17 7.1% 136 3.9%

2007-08 -1 -3.3% -8 -3.3% 37 15.3% -18 -6.5% 31 11.3% 42 16.9% -19 -6.3% 62 24.1% -15 -5.3% 10 3.5% 12 3.2% -11 -3.3% 50 22.2% -15 -6.0% 157 4.3%

2008-09 3 7.4% 18 7.4% -5 -1.9% 44 16.8% -16 -5.2% 37 12.8% 50 18.3% -16 -5.0% 71 25.8% -13 -4.0% 18 5.0% 14 4.4% -6 -2.2% 57 24.2% 258 6.8%

2009-10 3 6.8% 18 6.8% 22 8.1% -4 -1.3% 50 17.4% -16 -4.9% 43 13.2% 57 18.9% -15 -4.4% 78 26.1% -14 -3.6% 18 5.3% 12 4.3% -3 -1.0% 248 6.1%

2010-11 2 4.1% 11 4.1% 18 6.2% 22 7.4% -7 -2.0% 53 16.8% -21 -5.7% 45 12.6% 60 18.1% -20 -5.2% 96 25.5% -15 -4.2% 13 4.7% 12 4.0% 271 6.3%

2011-12 2 4.5% 13 4.5% 13 4.2% 21 6.5% 26 7.8% -6 -1.7% 58 16.8% -23 -5.6% 50 12.6% 65 18.2% -24 -5.2% 85 25.6% -12 -4.1% 13 4.3% 281 6.1%

2012-13 2 3.2% 10 3.2% 12 3.6% 11 3.2% 19 5.4% 25 6.8% -10 -2.4% 60 15.9% -28 -6.3% 50 11.8% 77 17.2% -24 -5.8% 70 24.7% -15 -4.9% 259 5.3%

2013-14 2 4.6% 14 4.6% 13 3.8% 15 4.2% 15 3.9% 23 6.1% 29 7.4% -8 -1.8% 69 16.5% -27 -5.7% 66 12.5% 70 17.8% -19 -5.3% 76 25.5% 339 6.6%

2014-15 2 3.6% 12 3.6% 16 4.6% 14 3.9% 17 4.3% 16 3.9% 26 6.1% 32 7.5% -8 -1.8% 74 16.6% -34 -5.7% 58 12.5% 60 17.9% -20 -5.2% 266 4.9%

2015-16 2 4.0% 13 4.0% 14 3.8% 19 4.8% 17 4.1% 19 4.5% 19 4.1% 29 6.3% 36 7.7% -8 -1.6% 94 16.8% -29 -5.5% 50 12.8% 64 18.1% 340 5.9%

Note: Due to rounding, enrollments may be slightly different than District totals.

EE & District
PK Total
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EE & BIRTHS K 1st 2nd 3rd Primary 4th 5th Int. 6th 7th 8th M.S. 9th 10th 11th 12th H.S. District
SCHOOL PK 5 YRS Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. EE-3rd Gr. Gr. 4 & 5 Gr. Gr. Gr. 6th -8th Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. 9-12 Total

YEAR TOTAL AGO S' S' S' S' S' Total S' S' Total S' S' S' Total S' S' S' Total

2000-01 30 134 1.39 186 212 212 241 881 235 256 491 275 265 279 819 297 289 254 178 1,018 3,209

1.06 1.11 1.07 1.04 1.11 0.97 1.08 0.99 1.11 0.92 0.87 0.93
2001-02 41 186 1.24 231 198 235 226 931 251 261 512 249 297 263 809 310 273 250 235 1,068 3,320

1.03 1.02 1.00 1.05 1.06 1.06 1.01 1.05 1.23 0.85 0.90 0.89
2002-03 25 190 1.04 198 239 201 236 899 238 265 503 277 252 311 840 323 264 247 223 1,057 3,299

1.02 1.01 1.04 0.99 1.10 1.00 1.05 1.07 1.14 0.85 0.82 0.88
2003-04 29 179 1.15 206 201 241 209 886 234 261 495 266 291 270 827 354 275 216 217 1,062 3,270

1.17 1.11 1.08 1.08 1.06 1.03 1.08 1.03 1.17 0.85 0.80 1.10
2004-05 37 175 1.38 242 242 223 260 1,004 226 248 474 270 287 299 856 315 301 221 237 1,074 3,408

1.08 1.06 1.06 1.04 1.06 1.10 1.06 1.04 1.26 0.86 0.82 1.06
2005-06 39 200 1.10 220 262 256 237 1,014 270 240 510 273 287 298 858 377 270 247 234 1,128 3,510

    Weighted Ave. 1.10 1.09 1.06 1.05 1.04 1.07 1.05 1.06 1.04 1.20 0.86 0.83 1.00

2006-07 40 224 1.10 251 244 283 275 1,094 252 295 547 257 295 305 856 364 330 229 252 1,174 3,672
1.13 1.10 1.10 1.08 1.11 1.09 1.10 1.08 1.25 0.89 0.86 1.05

2007-08 39 213 1.15 244 284 268 310 1,146 298 279 578 323 283 319 924 380 323 282 240 1,225 3,872
1.14 1.11 1.11 1.09 1.12 1.11 1.11 1.09 1.26 0.89 0.86 1.06

2008-09 42 226 1.16 262 279 315 297 1,195 339 334 673 309 359 309 977 402 340 279 301 1,321 4,166
1.16 1.13 1.12 1.11 1.13 1.12 1.13 1.10 1.28 0.90 0.87 1.09

2009-10 45 240 1.17 282 304 314 354 1,299 328 384 712 374 348 396 1,118 394 364 295 303 1,356 4,485
1.15 1.12 1.12 1.10 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.10 1.27 0.90 0.86 1.08

2010-11 47 251 1.17 294 325 340 351 1,356 390 368 758 429 418 381 1,228 503 354 315 320 1,492 4,835
1.15 1.12 1.12 1.10 1.13 1.12 1.12 1.10 1.27 0.90 0.87 1.08

2011-12 49 261 1.17 306 339 364 379 1,437 386 438 824 412 480 459 1,351 486 453 307 340 1,587 5,199
1.15 1.11 1.11 1.10 1.12 1.11 1.11 1.09 1.27 0.90 0.86 1.07

2012-13 51 272 1.17 318 352 377 404 1,502 416 432 848 488 459 524 1,471 582 436 391 330 1,739 5,560
1.16 1.12 1.12 1.10 1.13 1.12 1.12 1.10 1.28 0.90 0.87 1.08

2013-14 53 283 1.17 332 367 394 422 1,569 446 469 915 484 547 505 1,536 669 525 379 424 1,996 6,016
1.16 1.13 1.12 1.11 1.13 1.13 1.13 1.10 1.28 0.91 0.87 1.09

2014-15 55 293 1.18 346 386 414 443 1,644 468 505 973 527 545 604 1,677 647 606 458 412 2,124 6,417
1.16 1.13 1.13 1.11 1.14 1.13 1.13 1.11 1.28 0.91 0.87 1.09

2015-16 58 304 1.18 360 402 436 466 1,722 492 531 1,023 570 595 604 1,769 776 588 530 499 2,394 6,907

Note: Due to rounding, enrollments may be slightly different from District totals.  These figures represent fall enrollments of each year.
These figures represent fall enrollments of each year with the exception of 2005 where the enrollment figures were as of August 29th.

Table 16
Dripping Springs ISD Cohort-Survival Projections by Grade

High Scenario
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Table 17

Change in Enrollment by Grade from the Preceding School Year; High Scenario

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
SCHOOL Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr. Gr.

YEAR No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

2006-07 1 3.1% 31 14.2% -18 -7.0% 27 10.6% 38 16.2% -18 -1.8% 55 22.9% -16 -5.9% 8 2.8% 7 2.2% -13 -3.5% 60 22.1% -18 -7.5% 18 7.9% 162 4.6%

2007-08 -1 -2.8% -7 -2.8% 41 16.6% -15 -5.4% 35 12.6% 46 18.3% -15 -5.2% 66 25.6% -12 -4.2% 14 4.7% 16 4.4% -7 -2.2% 54 23.6% -12 -4.9% 201 5.5%

2008-09 3 7.1% 17 7.1% -5 -1.7% 48 17.8% -14 -4.4% 41 13.8% 54 19.4% -13 -4.1% 76 26.9% -10 -3.2% 22 5.9% 17 5.3% -4 -1.3% 61 25.3% 294 7.6%

2009-10 3 7.7% 20 7.7% 24 8.7% -1 -0.4% 57 19.4% -11 -3.3% 50 15.0% 65 20.9% -10 -2.9% 87 28.1% -8 -2.0% 24 7.1% 17 6.0% 2 0.6% 319 7.7%

2010-11 2 4.2% 12 4.2% 22 7.1% 25 8.1% -4 -1.0% 62 18.8% -15 -4.0% 55 14.6% 70 20.1% -14 -3.6% 109 27.7% -9 -2.6% 19 6.5% 17 5.8% 350 7.8%

2011-12 2 4.3% 13 4.3% 13 4.1% 24 7.1% 29 8.2% -4 -1.0% 70 19.0% -17 -3.9% 61 14.7% 78 20.4% -17 -3.4% 99 27.9% -7 -2.3% 20 6.2% 364 7.5%

2012-13 2 3.7% 11 3.7% 13 3.9% 13 3.7% 25 6.6% 30 7.7% -6 -1.4% 76 18.3% -20 -4.3% 65 14.2% 96 19.7% -17 -3.8% 84 27.3% -10 -2.9% 361 7.0%

2013-14 2 4.7% 15 4.7% 15 4.4% 17 4.6% 18 4.4% 30 7.3% 36 8.4% -4 -0.7% 88 19.1% -19 -3.7% 87 14.9% 89 20.4% -13 -3.2% 93 28.3% 456 8.2%

2014-15 2 4.0% 13 4.0% 19 5.2% 19 4.9% 21 5.1% 22 4.8% 37 7.8% 43 8.9% -2 -0.3% 99 19.6% -21 -3.2% 81 15.5% 79 21.0% -12 -2.8% 402 6.7%

2015-16 2 4.1% 14 4.1% 16 4.2% 22 5.4% 23 5.1% 25 5.3% 26 5.1% 42 8.0% 50 9.2% 0 -0.1% 129 19.9% -18 -3.0% 72 15.7% 87 21.2% 490 7.6%
Note: Due to rounding, enrollments may be slightly different than District totals.

EE & District
PK Total
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b. Enrollment Projections by Grade Group  
 
Tables 18 to 21 display enrollment projections for several key grade groups.  The 
enrollment projections are aggregated to represent total projections for primary, 
intermediate, middle school and high school students for each of the three scenarios 
over a 10-year period.   
 
Due to rounding, the change in the number of students by grade may differ slightly 
when aggregated from school district totals. 
 
 

1) Historical Scenario 
 
Enrollment projections under the Historical Scenario indicate an increase of 58 primary 
students in fall 2006.  Annual primary school increases range from 10 to 61 students 
during the 10-year projection period under this scenario.   
 
Twenty-six additional intermediate students are projected for fall 2006 under this 
scenario.  The largest increase is expected in fall 2008 with an increase of 61 4th and 5th 
grade students.   
 
The number of middle school students is expected to decline by 18 students in fall 2006 
under the Historical Scenario.  The decrease would be temporary as the number of 
middle school students is expected to increase by 33 the following year. 
 
The projected number of high school students under the Historical Scenario is 1,128 for 
fall 2006, a 23-student increase. 
 
 

2) Moderate Scenario 
 
Under the Moderate Scenario the number of primary students is projected to be 1,086 in 
fall 2006.  This represents a 72-student increase.  Annual increases of primary students 
range from 41 to 89 during the next 10 years under the Moderate Scenario. 
 
The number of intermediate students is expected to increase by 33 students in 2006 
under this scenario.  The largest increase of intermediate students is expected in fall 
2008. 
 
All three scenarios indicate a decline in the number of middle school students in fall 
2006.  Under the Moderate Scenario, 851 middle school students are projected.  This 
represents a decrease of seven students.  All other school years indicate an increase in 



 70

the number of middle school students.  The largest increase is expected in fall 2009 with 
an increase 0f 120 students. 
 
Thirty-eight additional high school students are expected next fall under the Moderate 
Scenario.  Annual increases range form just 12 students in fall 2009 to 193 students in 
fall 2013. 
 
 

3) High Scenario 
 
In fall 2006, 1,094 primary students are projected under the High Scenario.  This 
represents an 80-student increase from fall 2005.  Annual increases of primary students 
under this scenario range from 49 to 104 students. 
 
The High Scenario indicates 547 intermediate students in fall 2006 under the High 
Scenario, a 37-student gain. 
 
Although the number of middle school students is projected to decrease slightly in fall 
2006, sizable increases are projected for all additional school years.  Gains of over 100 
middle school students are projected for four consecutive years (fall 2009 to fall 2011).   
 
The number of high school students is projected to be 1,174 in fall 2006, a 46-student 
increase.  Annual increases of high school students under the High Scenario range from 
a low of 35 students in fall 2009 to a high of 270 students in fall 2015. 
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Fall
Enrollment Enrollment change Enrollment change Enrollment change

2005 1,014 1,014 1,014

2006 1,072 58 1,086 72 1,094 80

2007 1,088 16 1,127 41 1,146 52

2008 1,098 10 1,170 43 1,195 49

2009 1,154 56 1,259 89 1,299 104

2010 1,191 37 1,306 47 1,356 57

2011 1,252 61 1,381 75 1,437 81

2012 1,310 58 1,435 54 1,502 65

2013 1,365 55 1,494 59 1,569 67

2014 1,419 54 1,555 61 1,644 75

2015 1,474 55 1,619 64 1,722 78

* Note: 2005 figures are actual counts for the end of August 2005

Table 18

Primary:  EE to 3rd Grade

Historical Scenario Moderate Scenario High Scenario

Dripping Springs ISD Projections by Grade
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Fall
Enrollment Enrollment change Enrollment change Enrollment change

2005 510 510 510

2006 536 26 543 33 547 37

2007 546 10 567 24 578 31

2008 607 61 655 88 673 95

2009 606 -1 681 26 712 39

2010 613 7 713 32 758 46

2011 638 25 765 52 824 66

2012 643 5 780 15 848 24

2013 683 40 833 53 915 67

2014 719 36 875 42 973 58

2015 749 30 912 37 1,023 50

* Note: 2005 figures are actual counts for the end of August 2005

Table 19

Intermediate: 4th & 5th Grade

Historical Scenario Moderate Scenario High Scenario

Dripping Springs ISD Projections by Grade
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Fall
Enrollment Enrollment change Enrollment change Enrollment change

2005 858 858 858

2006 840 -18 851 -7 856 -2

2007 873 33 907 56 924 68

2008 881 8 950 43 977 53

2009 952 71 1,070 120 1,118 141

2010 994 42 1,156 86 1,228 110

2011 1,037 43 1,248 92 1,351 123

2012 1,075 38 1,331 83 1,471 120

2013 1,070 -5 1,365 34 1,536 65

2014 1,120 50 1,463 98 1,677 141

2015 1,149 29 1,520 57 1,769 92

* Note: 2005 figures are actual counts for the end of August 2005

Moderate Scenario High Scenario

Table 20

Middle School: 6th to 8th Grade

Historical Scenario

Dripping Springs ISD Projections by Grade
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Fall
Enrollment Enrollment change Enrollment change Enrollment change

2005 1,128 1,128 1,128

2006 1,151 23 1,166 38 1,174 46

2007 1,157 6 1,202 36 1,225 51

2008 1,191 34 1,286 84 1,321 96

2009 1,154 -37 1,298 12 1,356 35

2010 1,207 53 1,404 106 1,492 136

2011 1,218 11 1,466 62 1,587 95

2012 1,272 54 1,574 108 1,739 152

2013 1,381 109 1,767 193 1,996 257

2014 1,385 4 1,832 65 2,124 128

2015 1,468 83 2,012 180 2,394 270

* Note: 2005 figures are actual counts for the end of August 2005

Historical Scenario Moderate Scenario High Scenario

Table 21

Dripping Springs ISD Projections by Grade
High School: 9th to 12th Grade
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PLANNING ZONE ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 
 

 
Enrollment projections were also produced for each of the 63 planning zones in DSISD.  
These projections were done for primary, intermediate, middle school and high school 
students for the five-year period starting with school year 2006-07 to school year 2010-
11.  The district-wide projections under the Moderate Scenario were used as control 
figures so that the summation of the planning zones counts will equal the district-wide 
counts.  Due to rounding procedures, the numbers may be slightly different.   
 
 
PLANNING ZONE ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 
 
Growth figures were derived for each planning zone by determining the impact from 
each new housing development.  It was also assumed that, to a lesser extent, housing 
growth would also occur on individual lots outside of the housing developments.  
 
The impact of major housing developments is indicated in the planning zone 
projections.  Planning Zone 50 grows from 251 students in fall 2006 to 474 students in 
fall 2010.  Belterra is located in Planning Zone 50.   
 
There are no students residing in Planning Zone 52 in fall 2005.  By fall 2006 there are 
projected to be 16 students and by fall 2010 there may be 194 students.  Highpointe is 
located in Planning Zone 52. 
 
There are three preservation areas in DSISD.  These areas were taken into account as 
very few homes will be constructed within their boundaries.  Only a portion of the 
Shield Ranch Preservation Agreement, located along the Hays/Travis County border is 
within DSISD’s boundaries.  Far Hills Ranch is located west of the City of Dripping 
Springs north of US 290.  Far Hills is primarily in Planning Zone 8 but also extends to 
Planning Zones 9, 10 and 11.  Storm Ranch Preservation Agreement, the largest 
preservation area, is located in the southern portion of the District in Planning Zones 34 
and 35. 
 
Enrollment projections by planning zone and by grade are displayed in Table 22 
through Table 26. 
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Planning Primary Intermediate Middle High School Total
Zone Students Students Students Students Students

1 8 2 10 9 29
2 16 14 17 22 70
3 3 3 5 12 23
4 22 13 23 42 101
5 91 41 55 86 274
6 15 10 15 15 56
7 16 17 24 31 88
8 12 3 5 9 30
9 31 15 21 42 109
10 7 3 8 10 28
11 30 11 23 22 86
12 5 1 2 2 10
13 20 7 21 27 76
14 20 11 21 25 78
15 37 15 20 35 107
16 10 2 7 8 27
17 23 21 15 16 75
18 0 0 1 5 6
19 18 9 22 18 68
20 39 10 19 18 86
21 11 4 5 6 26
22 0 0 0 0 0
23 62 28 62 80 233
24 24 15 25 39 103
25 8 3 3 4 18
26 42 20 37 36 136
27 7 5 9 15 37
28 2 2 8 17 28
29 22 13 22 32 89
30 12 3 4 7 26
31 8 5 11 14 39
32 2 1 0 2 5
33 6 2 7 5 20
34 23 6 16 17 62
35 0 0 2 3 5
36 1 2 2 2 7
37 16 7 22 27 73
38 26 11 14 23 74
39 6 5 5 11 27
40 2 1 4 7 14
41 5 2 3 3 13
42 7 4 9 10 30
43 4 1 3 14 22
44 14 15 15 22 67
45 41 17 27 38 123
46 27 25 27 27 105
47 6 6 9 13 35
48 2 2 4 7 15
49 4 5 8 13 30
50 124 40 33 54 251
51 9 3 8 10 31
52 7 3 1 4 16
53 5 8 6 7 26
54 12 1 8 6 27
55 11 10 8 16 46
56 20 9 10 19 59
57 13 12 11 9 46
58 3 5 11 11 30
59 13 3 8 13 38
60 10 4 4 6 24
61 2 2 1 2 6
62 27 17 29 43 116
63 11 2 12 9 35

Total 1086 543 851 1166 3646

Table 22

DSISD Enrollment Projections by Planning Zone
School Year 2006-2007

Based on Moderate Scenario
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Planning Primary Intermediate Middle School High School Total
Zone Students Students Students Students Students

1 8 2 10 9 30
2 16 14 17 22 70
3 3 3 5 12 23
4 23 14 24 43 103
5 92 42 56 87 277
6 15 10 15 15 56
7 18 18 27 32 95
8 12 3 5 9 30
9 31 15 21 42 109

10 7 3 8 11 29
11 30 11 23 22 87
12 5 1 2 2 10
13 21 7 21 28 77
14 21 11 21 26 79
15 37 15 20 35 107
16 10 2 7 8 28
17 23 21 15 16 76
18 0 0 1 5 6
19 19 9 22 18 68
20 40 10 20 18 87
21 11 4 5 6 27
22 0 0 0 0 0
23 63 29 62 81 234
24 24 15 26 40 104
25 8 3 3 4 19
26 43 20 39 37 139
27 7 5 9 15 37
28 2 2 8 17 29
29 22 14 23 32 90
30 12 3 4 7 27
31 8 5 11 14 39
32 2 1 0 2 5
33 6 2 7 5 20
34 23 6 16 17 62
35 0 0 2 3 5
36 1 2 2 2 7
37 16 7 22 28 74
38 26 11 14 23 75
39 6 5 5 11 28
40 2 1 4 7 14
41 6 3 5 4 18
42 7 4 9 10 31
43 4 1 3 14 22
44 14 15 15 22 67
45 41 17 27 38 123
46 28 25 28 27 107
47 6 6 9 13 35
48 2 2 4 7 15
49 4 5 8 13 31
50 139 49 54 68 310
51 9 3 8 10 31
52 16 8 13 11 49
53 5 8 6 7 27
54 12 1 8 6 28
55 11 10 8 16 46
56 21 9 10 19 59
57 13 13 11 10 47
58 3 5 11 11 31
59 13 3 8 13 38
60 10 4 4 6 25
61 7 4 7 5 23
62 27 17 30 44 118
63 13 3 15 11 41

Total 1127 567 907 1202 3803

Table 23

DSISD Enrollment Projections by Planning Zone
School Year 2007-2008

Based on Moderate Scenario
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Planning Primary Intermediate Middle School High School Total
Zone Students Students Students Students Students

1 8 2 10 9 30
2 17 15 17 23 71
3 3 3 5 12 24
4 23 15 24 43 105
5 93 43 57 88 280
6 15 10 15 15 57
7 21 25 30 38 114
8 12 3 5 9 30
9 31 16 22 43 111
10 7 4 8 11 30
11 30 11 23 23 87
12 5 1 2 2 10
13 21 7 21 28 77
14 21 11 21 26 79
15 37 16 20 35 108
16 10 2 7 8 28
17 23 22 15 16 76
18 0 0 1 5 6
19 19 9 22 19 69
20 40 10 20 19 89
21 11 4 5 6 27
22 2 5 2 5 14
23 63 29 62 81 236
24 24 16 26 40 106
25 8 4 3 5 20
26 46 26 41 42 155
27 7 5 9 15 37
28 2 3 9 17 31
29 22 14 23 33 92
30 12 3 4 7 27
31 8 5 11 14 39
32 2 1 0 2 5
33 6 2 7 5 21
34 23 6 16 17 63
35 0 0 2 3 5
36 1 2 2 2 7
37 17 7 22 28 74
38 26 11 15 24 76
39 6 5 5 11 28
40 2 1 4 7 14
41 7 5 6 7 25
42 7 4 9 10 31
43 4 1 3 14 23
44 14 16 15 23 68
45 41 18 27 38 124
46 28 26 28 28 110
47 6 6 9 13 35
48 2 2 4 7 15
49 4 5 8 13 31
50 150 71 64 88 373
51 9 3 8 10 31
52 25 27 22 29 102
53 5 9 6 8 28
54 13 1 8 7 29
55 11 10 8 16 46
56 21 9 10 20 60
57 13 13 12 10 48
58 3 6 11 12 32
59 14 3 8 14 39
60 10 4 4 6 25
61 11 13 11 14 50
62 28 18 30 45 120
63 16 9 18 17 59

Total 1170 655 950 1286 4061

Table 24

DSISD Enrollment Projections by Planning Zone
School Year 2008-2009

Based on Moderate Scenario
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Planning Primary Intermediate Middle School High School Total
Zone Students Students Students Students Students

1 8 2 10 9 30
2 17 15 18 23 72
3 3 3 5 12 24
4 24 15 25 44 107
5 94 43 58 88 283
6 16 10 16 15 57
7 27 26 37 39 129
8 12 3 5 9 30
9 32 16 22 43 113

10 7 4 9 11 31
11 30 11 24 23 88
12 5 1 2 2 10
13 21 7 22 28 78
14 24 12 26 26 88
15 37 16 21 35 109
16 10 2 7 8 28
17 23 22 16 16 77
18 0 0 1 5 6
19 19 9 23 19 69
20 41 11 20 19 90
21 11 4 5 6 27
22 10 7 12 6 34
23 64 29 63 81 237
24 25 16 27 40 108
25 8 4 4 5 21
26 50 27 47 43 167
27 7 5 9 15 37
28 2 3 9 17 32
29 23 14 23 33 93
30 12 3 4 7 27
31 8 5 11 14 39
32 2 1 0 2 5
33 6 2 7 5 21
34 23 6 17 18 63
35 0 0 2 3 5
36 1 2 2 2 7
37 21 9 28 28 86
38 27 11 15 24 77
39 6 5 5 11 28
40 2 1 4 7 14
41 10 6 10 7 33
42 7 4 9 10 31
43 4 1 3 14 23
44 15 16 16 23 68
45 42 18 28 38 125
46 29 26 29 28 112
47 6 6 9 13 35
48 2 2 4 7 16
49 4 5 8 13 31
50 169 76 89 91 425
51 9 3 8 10 31
52 41 31 44 31 148
53 6 9 7 8 29
54 13 1 9 7 30
55 11 10 8 16 47
56 21 9 10 20 60
57 13 13 12 10 49
58 4 6 12 12 33
59 14 4 9 14 40
60 10 4 4 6 25
61 19 16 22 15 73
62 28 18 31 45 122
63 21 11 25 17 74

Total 1259 681 1070 1298 4308

Table 25

DSISD Enrollment Projections by Planning Zone
School Year 2009-2010

Based on Moderate Scenario
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Planning Primary Intermediate Middle School High School Total
Zone Students Students Students Students Students

1 8 2 10 9 30
2 17 15 18 23 72
3 3 3 5 12 24
4 24 15 26 44 110
5 95 44 59 89 286
6 16 11 16 16 57
7 29 28 42 45 145
8 13 3 5 9 30
9 32 16 23 43 115
10 7 4 9 11 32
11 30 12 24 23 89
12 5 1 2 2 10
13 21 7 22 28 78
14 26 14 29 30 98
15 38 16 21 35 110
16 10 2 7 8 28
17 23 22 16 17 77
18 0 0 1 5 6
19 19 9 23 19 70
20 41 11 21 19 92
21 12 4 5 6 27
22 15 11 22 17 64
23 64 29 64 82 239
24 25 16 27 41 109
25 8 4 4 5 21
26 53 28 51 48 180
27 7 5 9 16 38
28 3 3 10 18 34
29 23 14 24 33 94
30 13 3 4 7 27
31 8 5 11 15 40
32 2 1 0 2 5
33 6 2 7 5 21
34 23 6 17 18 64
35 0 0 2 3 5
36 1 2 2 2 7
37 23 10 33 34 102
38 27 12 15 24 78
39 6 5 5 11 28
40 2 1 4 7 15
41 11 7 12 10 40
42 7 4 9 10 31
43 4 1 3 15 23
44 15 16 16 23 69
45 42 18 28 38 126
46 29 26 30 29 114
47 6 6 9 14 35
48 2 2 4 7 16
49 4 5 8 14 31
50 178 82 106 111 478
51 9 3 8 10 31
52 50 37 59 50 196
53 6 9 7 8 30
54 13 2 9 7 31
55 12 11 8 17 47
56 21 9 10 20 61
57 14 13 12 10 49
58 4 6 12 12 34
59 14 4 9 14 41
60 10 4 4 6 25
61 23 18 30 25 97
62 29 18 32 46 124
63 24 12 30 23 89

Total 1306 713 1156 1404 4579

Table 26

DSISD Enrollment Projections by Planning Zone
School Year 2010-2011

Based on Moderate Scenario

 




