Texas School Survey Of Drug And Alcohol Use
Dripping Springs ISD

Elementary Executive Summary

Introduction

The Texss School Survey is an annud collection of sdf-reported tobacco, adcohol, inhdant, and
subgance usedatafromamong eementay and/or secondary students in individua districts throughout
the state of Texas. The survey, conducted by the Public Policy Research Institute (PPRI) in
conjunctionwith the Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse (TCADA), is dso administered
every othe year to a representative sample of Texas students in grades 4 through 6 and grades 7
through 12.

Datafrom the statewide sampling, last administered in the Spring of 2000, are incorporated into an
over-time datebase maintained by TCADA to tradk trends in subsance use so that policy makers a
the state levd have up-to-date information upon whidch to base decisions and plot prevention
straeges. Thexe dataaso serve as an overdl standard of comparison for use by those a the district
levd to intepret, and act upon, locd survey findngsin asimilar way .

Theexeautive summeary begins with a section containinga gened demographic overview of those who
took the survey in the participating district. This is followed by sections dealing with the various
subgtances covaed by the survey---tabacco, acohol, inhdants, and marijuana. The summery
condudes with a section that explores selected characterigics associated with subsance use in the
district and afind onededing with where students come by what they know about drugs and acahol
andto whomthey might turnif they thought they werehaving aproblem.

For context, each section deding with subsance use will begn with a brief, over-time dgimpse of the
statewide trends in the 1990s with regad to that subgance. This is followed by a subsection
containingitems that are genadly recognized as contributing to the environment in which subsance
useis most likdy to occur---such as availability, peer use, and parentd attitudes. Findly, the use data
arethendetaled.

Asfortheactud, sdf-reported useof each subgtance, it isimportant to notethefreguency of such use.
Isit expaimentd, aoncein-alifetimething? Or is it a more casud use, a oncein-awhile behavior?
Further, use dataare used to differentiae between those who smoke cigaettes from those who use a
smokeless tobacco product, those who drink beer from those who drink wine coolers, those who sniff

correction fluid fromthose who sniff gue

Twofind points shoud be noted about thedata Firg, dueto the differences in rounding procedures,
there may be slight disaepancies between the percentages refered to in the tables and those reflected
in the exeautive summary. Second, somedatain this report are marked with an asteisk. Data so
marked are estimated to be statisticdly signficant at the .01 levd from the comparable data for the



state as awhole. Thismeansthat in only one of a hundred samples would a difference this large have
occured when therewas no difference between the district and state data Differencesin very small
districts will seldom be statisticaly signficant dueto the smal number of cases. Differences that are
not marked may be impartant, but shoud be trested with more caution than those that are statisticaly
significant.

Thepercentagesrefared to in theexeautive summary that follows were taken from the tables found in
"Pat |: District Survey Resuts."

Demographic Overview

In the Spring of 2002, The Texas School Survey was administered to students in grade 6 in the
Dripping Springs Indgoendent School District (DS D). Texas School Survey protocols, formulated to
ensure that thedatausedin thisanaly sis has an acceptableprobability of errar, caled for the district to
administer thesurvey to dl of the dementary students. Theaccuracy of the datarequires that school
staff administeringthesurvey followed theprotocols.

A totd of 234 students completed thequesionnaire. Of that number, 28 surveys were excluded from
analy sis because students did not indicate thelr grade or age, or because they were identified as
exaggerators (i.e, clamed to haveused anon-existert drugor reported overly excessive druguse). The
find number of surveys included in theoverdl district analy sis was 206, consgstingof:

. A nealy evensplit of male(46 peraent) and femde (54 percent) students;

« Anethnic breskdown that is 84 percent white, 10 pereent Mexican-Amaican, 1 percent African-
American, 1 percent Asian-American, 1 percent Native American, and4 percent othe;

. Seventy-nine percent who say they livein atwo-parent home and 23 peraent who repart they
havelived in thedistrict for three or morey ears; and

. Seventy percent who say therr parent(s) are college graduates, and 11 percent who indicate they
qualify for fredreduced lundhes a school.



Tobacco

Genad tobacco useincludes both cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products.

Statewide Overview. In 1990, aquarter of Texas6th grade students reported having experimented
with atobacco product at |east once during their lifetimes, while close to a fifth said they had used
such aproduct during the past school year. These percentagesinched downward over the next eight
years and then dropped dramatically in the 2000 and 2002 assessments. These most recent drops
would appear to be more prevalent with regard to cigarette use than with regard to the use of the
smokeless variety.

District Overview. Overdl, the gengd useof tobacco products among Dripping Sorings 1D 6th
gade students in 2002 was somaevhat lowea than that repoted by ther counterparts statewide,
athough only oneof thedifferences---clase friends who smoke cigarettes—-was stetisticaly signficant.

Environment. Thirteen* percent of district dementary students said some or most of ther close
friends smoke cigaettes (25 percent statewide), while 21 percent reported they had been offeed
cigaettes (25 peroent statewide). Four percent of DS D eementary students reported some or most
of their close friends usesnuff or chewing tobacco (7 percent statewide), and 9 percent said they had
been offaed a smokeless tobacco product (8 percent statewide).

Theinfluence of drugeducation progams may be reflected in students' attitudes towad the use of
spedfic subgances. Sxty-nine percent of district elementary students believe tobacco use is "very
dangerous” (67 percent statewide).

Use. IntheDripping Springs ISD, 10 percent of dementary students reported genad tobacco use at
least once during their lifeimes (14 percent statewide). Use of a tobacco product during the past
school year was repated by 4 percent of Dripping Sorings 1SD dementary students (8 percent
statewide).

Eigt percent of Dripping Springs |SD dementary students reported smoking cigarettes at lees once
during their lifetimes (13 percent statewide), and 3 percent said they had smoked cigarettes during the
past school year (7 percent statewide). Lifdime useof smokeless tobacco products was reported by
3 percent of Dripping Springs |SD dementary students (3 percent statewide), while 1 percent sad
they had used snuff or chewingtobacco during thepast school year (1 percent statewide).

Alcohol



Alcahol isthemost widdy used substance among eementary students statewide and in the Dripping
Sorings |D.

Statewide Overview. In 1990, well over half of Texas 6th grade students (57 percent) said they had
experimented with an alcohol product at some point intheir lives. Over the next two years, the rate
of lifetime alcohol use dropped dramatically, to less than half, and continued to move steadily
downward by acouple of percentagepoints per assessment through the 2002 statewide survey, as
athird of the 6th graders indicated experimental alcohol use. As the 90’s began, 38 percent of Texas
students in grade 6 reported having consumed alcohol during the past school year. The rate of
past-year alcohol use also dropped dramatically over the next two years, then spiked up in 1994,
and then steadily dedined through the 2002 statewide assessment, as just over a fifth of these
students indicated past-year alcohol use.

District Overview. Overdl, Dripping Springs | SD 6th grade students weredrinking acohol in 2002 at
rates lowe than those reported by therr counterparts statewide, including significant differences with
regad to close friends who drirk, obtaning acohol fromfriends, lifdime acohol use, and two or more
drinks a onesitting of wineor beer.

Environment. Twenty-fiver percent of Dripping Springs elementary students said some or most of
therr close friends drink beer, wine coolers, wing or liquor (36 percent statewide), and 28 percent
reported they had been offaed acohol (35 percent statewide).

DI D dementary students who said they drink adcahol wereasked wherethey obtan such beverages.
Fourteen percent of district dementary students said they get acdhol from home (15 percent
statewide), 3* percent reported obtaning acohol from friends (8 percent statewide), and 5* percent
saidthey get dcohol from"somewheredse' (13 percent statewide).

Parentd attitudes can be amgor factor in whether or not a student usesacohol or drugs. When asked
how their parents fed about kidstherr agedrinking beer, 86 percent of DS D dementary students said
their parents "dont likeit" (80 percent statewide). Eleven percent of district elementary students said
they "dont know" how ther parents fed about kidsther age drirking beer (16 percent statewide), and
3 pereent saidtheir parents "dont care' if kidstheir agedrink beer (3 percent statewide).

Sixty-ninepercent of Dripping Sporings dementary students believe alcohol useis "very dangerous” (62
percent statewide).

Use. Twenty-four* percent of DS D eementary students reported using acohol a least once during
their lifeimes (34 peraent statewide). Alcohol use during the past school year was reparted by 18
percent of Dripping Springs | SD dementary students (22 percent statewide).

Nine* percent of DS D dementary studentssaidthey "hadtwo or moredrinks” of winein arow (15
percent statewide), 7* percent saidthey "hadtwo or moredrinks" of winecooler in arow at leas once
duringthepast year (17 percent statewide), 6* percent saidthey "hadtwo or moredrinks” of beer in a
row a leasg once during the past year (15 peraent statewide), and 6 percent said they "had two or
moredrinks" of liquor in arow at least oncein thepast year (8 percent statewide).

Marijuana



Statewide Overview. The prevaencerates among Texas 6th grade students reporting expeimentd
and past-year use of marijjuana were a therr lowest points in 1992---when 3 percent indicated
expaimentd useand 2 percent reparted morerecent use. Over thenext two years, the lifdime rate
tripled to 9 percent and the past-year rate doubled to 4 percent. Therate Texas students in grade 6
indicating experimentd use inched dowrward through the next two assessments dipped shaply in
2000t0 6 percent, andinched downward further in themost recent statewide assessment. As for past-
year marijuanause, therising trend continued through 1996 (5 peraent), and hasthen inched downward
through each sucaessive statewide assessment.

District Overview. Overdl, marijuana use among Dripping Springs ISD 6th grade students in 2002
wasdlidhtly lowe thanthat reported by ther counterparts statewide, athough none of the differences
werestdisticaly signficant.

Environment. Twelve percent of DS D eementary students said someor most of their close friends
use marijuana (16 percent statewide), and 13 percent reparted they had been offaed marijuana (13
percent statewide).

When asked about parentd attitudes toward marijuana use, 89 percent of DS D dementary students
saidtherr parents "dont likeit" when kids their age smoke marijuana (86 percent statewide), while 10
percent said that they "dont know" how ther parents fed (12 percent statewide), and 1 percent
reported ther parents "dont care' if kidstheir agesmoke marijuana (2 percent statewide).

When quegtioned about the danger associated with marijuana use, 82 percent of Dripping Springs
elementary students believe that using marijuanais "very dangerous” (80 percent statewide).

Use. Three percent of Dripping Sorings |SD dementary students reported using marijuana a lesst
onceduring their lifetimes (5 percent statewide). Twopercent of DS D eementary students reported
using marijuana during thepast school year (4 percent statewide).

Inhalants

In gengd, inhdants are common, licit subgances (paints and thimers, correction fluid, gue and
gasdine) whidh, when sniffed, huffed, or inhded produce an intaxicating effect. Lifeime and past-year
inhdant use percentages have been adjusted to reflect reported use of both spedfic inhdants and
inhdant use gengdly. This adjustment was made because some students responded posttive to
spedfic usewithout responding positive to genaic use, while some students responded positive to
genaic usebut not to spedfic inhdants.

Statewide Overview. As the90's begn, nealy a quarter of Texas 6th grade students (24 percent)
reported expaimentd inhdant use and nearly a fifth (18 percent) indicated past-year use of such
subgances. Theserates held steady through 1992, then were cut nearly in half in the 1994 statewide
assessment. These rates rebounded slightly in 1996, spiked shaply in 1998, and have been inching
downward again through thelast two statewide assessments

District Overview. Overdl, useof inhdants among Dripping Springs |SD 6th grade students in 2002
wassomenhat similar to that reported by their peers statewide.
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Environment. Fifteen percent of Dripping Springs students said some or most of ther close friends
useinhdants (16 percent statewide), and 10 percent said they had been offeed inhdants (12 percent
statewide). Sxty-fivepercent of DS D dementary students believe inhdant useis "very dangerous”
(64 percent statewide).

Use. Eigt pereent of DS D dementary students reported using inhdants at least once during their
lifelimes (11 percent statewide). Seven peraent of Dripping Sorings dementary students said they
had used inhdants during the past school year (8 percent statewide). Three percent of Dripping
Sorings dementary students reparted using two or more inhdant substances at least once during their
lifeimes (5 percent statewide).

Two percent of district dementary students reparted inhding whiteout/carrection fluid (5 percent
statewide), 2 percent indicated they had inhded gue(3 percent statewide), 1 peraent reparted inhding
spray pant (3 percent statewide), 1 percent said they had inhded gasdine (3 percent statewide), 1
percent indicated they had inhded pant thimner (2 percent statewide), and 6 percent said they had
used substances in the "other inhdants" category (5 peraent statewide) a leas once during ther
lifeimes.

Characteristics Associated With Drug Use

In the statewide survey, femde dementary students were less likdy to have used tobacco, acaohol,
inhdants, or marijuana than were mae eementary students. In the Dripping Springs 1SD, mae
elementary students were somenvhat more likdy to have used an inhdant than were district femde
elementary students. There were no signficant differences by gender among DS dementary
students withregad to theuseof tobacco products, adcohol or marijuana

Drug and Alcohol Information

Theinfluence of drugeducation progams may be reflected in students’ attitudes towad theuse of the
spedfic subsances repated above. Eigty-two* percent of Dripping Springs |SD dementary
students said they had gotten information about drugs and acohol from a school source singe classes
begen in theFal (90 percent statewide). Sixty-three® percent of DS D dementary students reported
getting information about drugs and acohol from a school assambly progam (56 percent statewide),
52* percent sad ther teacher was a source for this information (70 percent statewide), and 33*
percent said a visitor to class was a source for information about drugs and acohol (57 percent

statewide).



